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A black wolf on the 
Denali Park Road.

Photo by: 
MICHELLE THEALL / 
michelletheall.photoshelter.com
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A LASKANS ARE SPOILED. WE WATCH MOOSE 
trot through our yards and lynx play on our 
porches; hopping into a bush plane or an open 
boat to get to the next town occurs daily; 

wilderness stretches for hundreds of miles. Our cities 
o� er a fabulous array of cuisine from all over the world, 
but we also hunt, � sh, pick berries, and grow our own 
food. We enjoy four distinct seasons. And yet, as spoiled 
as we are by this bounty, no one is jaded.

I never tire of standing outside on a cold winter night 
to watch the aurora swirl overhead, or of seeing a black 
bear munch fresh spring grass on a mountainside. � e 
mere mention of a road trip always excites my 
wanderlust, even if I’ve visited the destination before. 

� ose of us born here as well as the transplants live 
here because we love it. Most of us wish our friends 
from afar would visit more often so we could play tour 
guide and recommend our favorite places and 

activities—and so we’d have the best excuse for taking 
time o�  work to play tourist ourselves.

For some people, a visit to Alaska is a once-in-a-
lifetime dream; others return again and again; locals 
know how lucky they are. Whichever camp you’re in, 
this issue o� ers great advice and inspiration for design-
ing that adventure, including our 2018 Travel Planner 
(page 72), tips on bear and other wildlife viewing 
(pages 38 and 64), and suggestions for a luxurious 
experience in Juneau (page 44). 

Here’s hoping everyone who dreams of exploring 
Alaska has the chance—or makes the chance—to do 
so. Go ahead, spoil yourself and your family this new 
year. I dare ya.

 Susan Sommer
 Editor
 editor@alaskamagazine.com

I Dare Ya
Alaska awaits!

AKMMG_171200_MVN.indd   8 10/2/17   12:59 PM
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What is one 
of your favorite 
travel books?

Give us your best shot!
Rolando Guzman of BrightEyeAK 
Photography captured this photo 
of a bull moose shedding its velvet 
on Williwaw Lakes Trail outside 
Anchorage. It was one of our most 
popular photos shared on Alaska 
magazine’s Facebook page. 
Visit facebook.com/AlaskaMagazine 
to see more amazing imagery from 
the Last Frontier and post photos 
of your own.

Ron:
Dave: Downhill skiing, ice � shing, and snow machining.

� e Hitchhikers 
Guide to the Galaxy 

(Douglas Adams)

11/22/63 
(Stephen King)

A Walk in the Woods 
(Bill Bryson)

� e Happy Isles of Oceania: 
Paddling the Paci� c 

(Paul � eroux)

� e MILEPOST 
(Kristine Valencia, ed)

� e Wake of the Unseen Object: 
Travels through Alaska’s Native 

Landscapes (Tom Kizzia)

� e Wake of the Unseen Object: 
Travels through Alaska’s Native 

Landscapes (Tom Kizzia)

Planes, Trains and Automobiles 
( � lm produced and directed 

by John Hughes)

Into the Wild 
(Jon Krakauer)

� e MILEPOST 
(Kristine Valencia, ed) 

and Airbnbmag

� e Wild Muir: Twenty-two of 
John Muir’s Greatest Adventures 

(Lee Stetson)
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NICK JANS has been writing for Alaska 
magazine for 27 years. He’s published 13 books 
and more than 500 magazine features in a 
variety of publications, and is also a member of 
USA Today’s board of editorial contributors. His 
prize-winning collection of Arctic essays, The 
Giant’s Hand, is available from nickjans.com.

Contributors >

KARIN LEPERI is an award-winning writer 
and photographer from the land of terra cotta 
soils and turquoise skies in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico. She focuses on capturing a sense of 
people and place and feels that culture, cuisine, 
and nature define a destination in unique ways 
that invite travelers to connect and savor the 
exotic in the ordinary.

ASHLEY M. HALLIGAN is a freelance 
journalist/copywriter living her dream of being 
geographically independent on the open road. 
Storytelling and travel narratives are her 
biggest love, with her work appearing in outlets 
like Backpacker Magazine, Reuters, and Irish 
Examiner. You can follow her wanderings on 
Instagram (@contemporarypilgrim) or see more 
of her work at ashleymhalligan.com.
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Fish 
Camp 
Family
Great article on subsistence tradition [October 2017].  
My daughter married a Yup’ik man in 2006. Since then,  
I have been honored and privileged to be part of their 
�sh camp on Lake Iliamna several times. Not as a guest, 
but as family, and like the article says, the work never 
stops. It is a rare glimpse of Alaska Native life few 
experience and I am grateful for being part of it. Can’t 
wait ‘til next summer to get back among these truly 
wonderful, welcoming people. Out there I am known  
as Appa Jim and I cherish the name.
JIM RUSSELL
Florence, Montana

Re-tired
We’ve been subscribers for years to 
Alaska magazine and enjoy it very much.
We always enjoy Nick Jans’ articles as he 
is the real deal in Alaska. Nevertheless, he 
got it slightly wrong in this issue [October 
2017] when he recommended XTRATUF 
boots made by Goodyear. Having spent 
35 wonderful years employed by Good-
year, I learned quite a number of things 
about the great American company, one 
being that Goodyear does not manufac-
ture or market the footwear Nick 
recommends, nor have they ever. Even in 
retirement it’s imbued in me to adhere to 
Goodyear’s employee slogan, “Protect Our 
Good Name.” Meanwhile, we will 
continue to enjoy your great magazine 
and look forward to Nick’s next adven-
ture. His leaky boots however, are not the 
fault of Goodyear, the only true American 
tire company. All best wishes.

BILL ALDENDIFER

After a response from Nick and a bit of 
research, I understand why he was thinking 
“Goodyear”: XTRATUFs were originally 
commissioned by BF Goodrich, another tire 
company. Nick’s explanation? “Came to me 
in the middle of the night—they’re made by 
HONEYWELL! I knew it was a big company...
That’s where old age and seven concussions 
getcha!” (No worries, it’s all…good.) ~Susan 
Sommer, editor

Border Boo-Boo
We greatly enjoy your magazine as Alaska 
is our favorite place to visit. You did have a 
noticeable error in your article about 
border crossings [October 2017]. You state 
that an interesting side trip is to go to 
Stewart, Alaska, and enter into Hyder. 
Well, Stewart is not in Alaska—it is in 
British Columbia. One travels from 
Stewart, B.C., into Hyder, Alaska, without 
going through customs but must go 
through Canadian customs to get back to 
Stewart. We have visited there twice. Folks 
should take this side trip as it adds a lot to 
the road-trip-to-Alaska experience.

DALE AND CAROLYN CARSTENS
Brandon, South Dakota

Virtual Visit
Congratulations. My wife and I have visited Alaska several times. Our 
daughter and husband moved to Anchorage several years ago and we get 
regular photos, updates, and stories from her. We thought we had a 
sense of Alaska, but we were wrong. �e content in this issue [October 
2017] of Alaska is so visual, and so in depth, it’s like we’re on another 
visit. One thing is for sure: We can’t wait to come back.
JAMES AND FAYE HIRT
Holland, Michigan

Jim Russell’s 
grandson Orsen 
cuts fish for the 
first time with a 
razor-sharp ulu.

AKMMG_171200_Letters.indd   12 10/4/17   4:35 PM
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Chena Hot 
Springs 
Resort at 
Fairbanks.  
~Jose Velez

Prince William Sound. Seeing the 
beautiful scenery, the abundant marine 
life, and �shing for various species of �sh 
is what Alaska is all 
about, plus there are 
whales, porpoises, 
sea lions, seals, 
orcas, otters, pu�ns, 
and bears. Any trip 
to Alaska should 
include at least a 
day on Prince 
William Sound.  
~Justin Johnson

�ere is no way to choose one thing to see. 
Denali, Kenai Fjords, Alaska Railroad, 
Hyder, Skagway. And many, many more!  
~Renee’ Henning Irvin

Because we live in 
Anchorage, Hatcher 
Pass/Independence 
Mine is a short, 
BEAUTIFUL drive. 
It’s an easy walk 
around the mine 
regardless of your 

age or physical condition.  
~Renee Freeman Gilbert

�e south Denali view point, 30 minutes 
north of Talkeetna. 
It is the best place 
from which to view 
Denali. �e 
auroras give a 
great show as well; 
bonus points if 
Denali is out.  
~Atanas Georgiev 

Below are a few reader comments 
from the poll question posted on 
facebook.com/AlaskaMagazine

Where do you read Alaska?

FACEBOOK  
POLL RESULTS
When you have friends or family 
visiting Alaska, what is the one 
spot you insist they see and why?

Kirk Alkire of RMEVET Photography took this shot of anglers out for an early morning fish. 
It was one of the most popular images on Alaska magazine’s Facebook page. Visit Alaska at 
facebook.com/AlaskaMagazine to see more stunning imagery from the Last Frontier and to 
post photos of your own.

I traveled 400 miles from my home to Swan 
Valley, Idaho, to view the 2017 eclipse of the  
sun during totality. I made sure to take my 
Alaska magazine to read while waiting for  
the big event. �e magazine was excellent,  
as usual, and the eclipse was spectacular.

Judy Whitaker >>
Cedar City, Utah

My wife and I traveled to Iceland and our 
visit included many great sites, including 
a visit to the spectacular Gullfoss 
Waterfall in Iceland’s Golden Circle. �e 
weather was perfect for touring the 
waterfall, after which we found a park 
bench and took the opportunity to read 
our copy of Alaska magazine.
<< Steve and Linda Castle 
Kennesaw, Georgia

Where do we read Alaska? On an Alaska 
cruise, of course! On our second Alaska cruise 
in under a year, my wife, Jennifer, and I found 
Alaska magazine to be a most complementary 
resource to read in the last great frontier. �e 
magazine gave us insight into sights we should 
embrace at cruise ports. Excited to visit Alaska 
again soon.
  Colin and Jennifer Mack >> 
  Dayton, Ohio

Connect with us! Send us pictures of where you read Alaska and submit letters to the editor at editor@alaskamagazine.com.

AKMMG_171200_Letters.indd   13 10/9/17   2:47 PM
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Canwell Glacier
A man stands inside a cavernous 
ice cave within Canwell Glacier in 
the Alaska Range. 

Focal length: 11 mm
Shutter speed: 1/8 sec
Aperture: f/11
ISO: 400

STEVEN MILEY/
alaskastock.com

ALASKA 
EXPOSED
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New Year’s Eve
Floatplane and fi reworks on 
Campbell Lake in Anchorage
during New Years Eve.

Focal length: 22 mm
Shutter speed: 15 sec
Aperture: f/4
ISO: 1000

RICHIE GLIDDEN

ALASKA 
EXPOSED
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A Christmas portrait 
from 2011 of the Jans 
family: Chase, Sherrie, 
Brisa, Loki, and Nick.

Herd The Ones You Love
A tribute to Chase  
BY NICK JANS

YOU’RE GOING TO HOLD SAL, 
right?” Sherrie asks. I nod, and 
adjust my camera timer. It’s time 
for the annual us-and-dogs 

portrait that we send out as our holiday 
card. We’ve got our two rescues, Sal the 
hound and Loki, the terrier-heeler mix; plus 
Brisa, the senior crew boss—three great 
dogs, dressed in their Christmas collars, 
with a festive background. But there’s an 
un� llable spot, and we all know it. 

Chase. For her sixteen and a half years, 
she was a force of nature. Sure, we all brag 
up our mutts, but Chase really was 
something: a through-and-through Alaska 
dog. Her life seems a procession of stories 
cast in bold-print capitals; but that’s the 
way she was. Never mind she weighed 34 
pounds soaking wet. She saw herself as at 
least quadruple that size. 

She was an Australian cattle dog, also 
called a Queensland heeler—a blend of 
two-thirds wild Dingo with various 
herding breeds; basically, a genetically 
tweaked, Down Under coyote. We met her 
by chance in an Anchorage mall pet 
store—one of a litter of pups in the 
window. I’ll admit, though, ever since a 
visit to Australia, where I’d seen those 
cow-herding work dogs dashing between 
horses’ legs and following whistled orders, 
I’d had a crush on the breed.

Sherrie proceeded to give the entire litter 
puppy tests, and the � op-eared female runt 
came out � rst. It was all theoretical, of 
course. We already had two dogs in Juneau, 
and we � ew home to them. But Shaolin, 
Sherrie’s patriarch yellow Lab, was fading, 
and in the last months of a long life. His 
daughter, Dakotah, was about to be alone. 

“

AKMMG_171200_OTE.indd   18 10/4/17   4:40 PM
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I knew what Sherrie wouldn’t admit to 
herself. We all needed that puppy, and 
fast. I didn’t ask. A phone call and a plane 
ride, and there she was. � e initial 
meeting seemed a huge success—the 
heeler pup alert, engaged, and cute; the 
Labs tolerant; Sherrie in love. � e baby 
curled against her and slept quietly all 
that � rst night.   

� e next morning, we met the puppy 
from hell. Out for her � rst walk toward 
the glacier, Chase charged and took a 
swipe at the � rst person she saw: a big, 
bearded guy. He glared and swore at us, 
and at the snapping furball that barely 
came up to his shins. At home, it wasn’t 
long before she was running the roost, 
deviling Dakotah and pestering Shaolin, 
brandishing her opinions in a variety of 
ways, from sharp nose bonks to our thighs 
to shrill, insistent barks. She delighted in 
dashing from bathrooms, trailing banners 
of toilet paper behind her, and stealing 
underwear. As a learner, she was hid-
eously quick.  Sherrie soon had her 
picking up and putting away toys in a 
basket, or raising a single paw skyward 
when asked “Who’s been good?” 

� e real answer was seldom. With feral 
cunning, she serial-raided the kitchen 
garbage, and somehow pinned the rap on 
poor Dakotah. She once pilfered and 
scarfed down an entire pizza; another 
time, a turkey carcass; and three pounds 
of kibble from a du�  e bag she unzipped 
with her teeth—all without the least 
twinge of conscience. If she’d had thumbs, 
nothing in the fridge would have been 
safe. Chase knew the deal we’d struck: 
She’d unconditionally agreed to herd us, 
and to consider input when she chose. She 
was the boss of the whole out� t—period. 

Being a cattle dog, Chase demanded a 
job every waking moment. When we 
weren’t hiking, we were skiing, biking, 
running, canoeing, boating, or driving 
somewhere; and Chase was either riding 
along, trotting at our heels, or loping 
ahead. She and Dakotah—and later on, 
Gus, Brisa, Sal, and Loki, in overlapping 
combinations—climbed mountains, swam 
icewater rivers, and porpoised through 
snow deeper than she was tall.  Of course, 
we met plenty of wildlife, sometimes at 
point-blank range. Shockingly, Chase 
clung close and minded when it mattered. 
She once stood silent as a female black 

bear and cub passed, 
just six feet away. Chase 
was also one of the few 
dogs on this planet who 
could claim to have shared 
social space—sometimes 
nose to nose—with a wild 
Alaska wolf. She knew Romeo, 
the 120-pound black wolf 
whose territory overlapped 
ours for six years. � ey 
sometimes sni� ed and peed 
side by side, though the bond 
( from Chase’s perspective, 
anyhow) could be best 
described as a frenemyship. If 
Romeo got too close to her herd, 
she let him know it. She once 
threw herself, teeth bared, 
between the too-excited wolf 
and our then-new cattle dog 
pup, Brisa.  Squinting and 
apologetic, Romeo backed o� . 

Chase’s most courageous 
moment came a decade later. 
We were mountain biking when 
Loki broke ranks and charged 
into a thicket, then 
burst out with a pair 
of irate black bears on 
his heels, 20 feet 
away from us and 
closing. Without 
hesitation, Chase launched a solo 
counter-charge that turned those bears. 
I’d call that her � nest hour. She would 
probably tell you it was when she 
defended our boat against a 40-ton 
humpback whale that rolled right next to 
our gunwale (the whale would have its 
own version of the story). Fearless? 
Hardly. Every single time, Chase was 
terri� ed, yet ready to lay down her life to 
protect ours.   

Beneath that prickly exterior hid a 
tender soul. Chase’s black nose poked 
into every animal rescue we had over the 
years: many injured squirrels and birds, 
an orphan porcupine, and a newborn 
mink, among others. Like the others, 
Chase watched over the new baby mink 
while Sherrie bottle-fed him. Chance, as 
we named him, moved into our main 
� oor bathroom, and grew into a force of 
nature of his own over the year we had 
him. He and Chase became friends, 
playing manic, roughhouse games. 

Despite the mink’s razor toothed, nippy 
habits and Chase’s much larger size, 
neither ever hurt the other. 

� en there were Chase’s exploits in 
canine agility (elaborate timed obstacle 
course competitions) from Alaska to 
Florida to California. She and Sherrie won 
top agility dog in her breed in 2006 at the 
AKC National Specialty show, and she was 
the � rst—and so far, only—Juneau dog 
ever to achieve an American Kennel Club 
MACH (Master Agility Championship). 
She scored her � nal needed points at age 
12, deaf and half-blind, riding that same 
determination that had de� ned her life, 
framed by glaciers and bears.

And, when she � nally left, body worn 
out but spirit intact, it was on her own 
terms, held by those she had herded and 
loved. May we all be so lucky. 

Nick Jans is a longtime contributing editor to 
Alaska magazine. Find his latest prize-
winning collection of Alaska essays, � e 
Giant’s Hand, at nickjans.com.

bear and cub passed, 
just six feet away. Chase 
was also one of the few 
dogs on this planet who 
could claim to have shared 
social space—sometimes 
nose to nose—with a wild 
Alaska wolf. She knew Romeo, 
the 120-pound black wolf 
whose territory overlapped 
ours for six years. � ey 
sometimes sni� ed and peed 
side by side, though the bond 
( from Chase’s perspective, 
anyhow) could be best 
described as a frenemyship. If 
Romeo got too close to her herd, 
she let him know it. She once 
threw herself, teeth bared, 
between the too-excited wolf 
and our then-new cattle dog 
pup, Brisa.  Squinting and 
apologetic, Romeo backed o� . 

Chase’s most courageous 
moment came a decade later. 
We were mountain biking when 
Loki broke ranks and charged 
into a thicket, then 
burst out with a pair 
of irate black bears on 
his heels, 20 feet 

Chase, the 
author’s dog.
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TOP OF THE WORLD HOTEL
3060 Eben Hopson Street, Barrow, Alaska 99723

Phone: 907-852-3900 | Fax: 907-852-6752 | Toll Free: 800-478-8520
twh@tundratoursinc.com  |  www.tundratoursinc.com

Conveniently stationed near all of the top local attractions, 
our new Arctic Slope hotel blends � rst-rate hospitality and 
location into a complete lodging experience that will 
make you feel right at home. Enjoy quick access to some 
of Alaska’s top tourist attractions, including the Iñupiat 
Heritage Center, the Whale Bone Arch, the Arctic Ocean 
and plenty of scenic natural wonders. 

Get an up-close look at the region’s wildlife and enjoy 

stunning views of the Aurora Borealis, as you experience 
Iñupiat culture in a beautiful environment � lled with unique 
and fascinating attractions. After an inspiring day of fun, 
return to our warm, comfortable hotel, where you’ll enjoy 
spacious, inviting rooms, top amenities, and courteous 
service. With a superior location and � rst-rate hospitality, 
the Top of the World Hotel is the ideal place to base 
your Alaska adventure and a must-do “Bucket List” travel 
destination.

PAGLAN 
“WELCOME” 

THE TOP OF THE WORLD HOTEL
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City of 
Light
A summer sunset lights up 
downtown Anchorage. 
Miles of multi-use trails 
wind through the Chugach 
Mountains beyond. 

TheThe

Cache

“The Cache” is written and compiled 
by Assistant Editor Alexander Deedy.

Cache
12.17-
01.18
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1. Northern lights
Though it’s possible to see the aurora borealis during the fringe 
summer months once its dark enough, your chances are 
much better in winter. Chena Hot Springs is one of the 
most popular places for viewing, but anywhere on an 
active auroral night away from city lights will work. 

2. Less crowded
Lines are a bore, and less demand means 
cheaper prices.

3. Winter sports
Alaska is a mecca for skiing, 
snowboarding, snowmachining, dog 
mushing, and even ice skating. If 
you’re seeking adventure, try a 
cross country skiing or winter 
biking trip in Denali National Park, 
which is open year-round.

4. Landscape 
transformed
Alaska is beautiful in summer, but 
it’s a completely di� erent place in 
winter. There’s a stark beauty to 
trees coated in hoar frost, 
mountains blanketed with snow, and 
meandering animal tracks.

5. Home will feel warmer
It will be cold, especially if you travel to 
the Interior, but just think how mild the 
weather will feel when you return home. 
Unless you’re from Minnesota, in which case, 
pack shorts. 

6. Ice 
Remember that glacier you took a boat to on your summer 
visit? Now you can walk to it across a frozen lake, provided you’ve 
done your due diligence to ensure the ice is safe and thick. Or enjoy the 
deftly-crafted ice sculptures in downtown Anchorage completed during the 
annual ice carving competition.

7. Fur Rendezvous
Known locally as Fur Rondy, the winter festival is a long-standing tradition in 
Anchorage that originally coincided with the time when trappers and miners returned 
to town with their yield. It includes a hockey tournament, snow sculpture contest, 
carnival, sled dog races, a blanket toss, and more events around the city. 

An ice sculpture in 
downtown Anchorage. You 

can’t see this in summer.

Seven Reasons to 
Visit Alaska in Winter
Because cabin fever is overrated
Most visitors travel to Alaska during the summer months, but there are plenty 
of reasons to head north even during the dark and cold winter. Here are seven. 
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Volunteering 
on Vacation
Some travelers give back 
while seeing the Last Frontier

People love to travel, and some also love to volunteer. For those 
people, there are opportunities to do both that make for a great 
Alaska experience. 

� e Conservation Volunteers International Program is a 
California-based nonpro� t that plans trips for small groups to do 

work helping national parks around the world. Since 2016, they 
have run an annual trip to Mendenhall Glacier and the Klondike 
Gold Rush National Historic Park outside Skagway.

Both are heavily tra�  cked areas that greatly bene� t from help, 
says CVIP Director and CEO Chris Braunlich. � ough the trip 
involves long days of work, it also gives volunteers a chance for 
rest and sightseeing. � e past trips have been so popular 
Braunlich says they’re hoping to o� er two in summer 2018.

“I think we � nd more and more that people are looking for 
what I’m going to call a sort of genuine experience when they 
visit a destination,” she says. “Instead of simply doing a drive by 
and looking out the window, they want a more participative 
experience with the land and the destination and the people 
who are there.”

In Sitka, the Alaska Raptor Center has about eight volunteers 
each year who stop through on their travels and spend time 
helping the center with rehabilitation, education, and research. 
In 2017, volunteers came from places like Michigan, California, 
Tennessee, and Germany, says Kara DeShazo, the center’s avian 
care specialist. � rough tasks like preparing meals, assisting in 
medical procedures, and helping socialize new raptors, the 
volunteers not only provide invaluable help, says Director Jen 
Cross, they get an experience most other visitors never have.

The 
Holidays
Celebrate 
Alaska-style
Outside Seward on the Divide Ski Trails, the 
Luminary Ski is an annual New Year’s Eve Tradition. 
Walk, ski, or snowshoe down candlelit trails and 
then enjoy the hot cocoa, cider, and campfi re that 
are provided.

Qitik, or the Christmas Eskimo games, run from 
December 26 through New Years in Utqiagvik and 
include traditional Alaska Native competitions like 
the ear pull, knuckle hop, four-man carry, and Indian stick pull.

The Alaska Railroad’s Holiday Train may be as close as you’ll 
get to the Polar Express. On three Saturdays in December, the 
train transforms its cars into a holiday extravaganza, complete 
with carolers, a magician, and Santa Claus himself.

We would be remiss to mention holiday celebrations without 
including North Pole, where Christmas decorations hang 

year-round. From late November through early January, a winter 
ice park is open near the Santa Claus House. The park features 
Christmas-themed ice art, ice slides, and an ice maze.

In Petersburg, the Norwegian tradition of Julebukking lives on. 
On Christmas Eve, carolers wearing costumes and masks go 
from store to store, where they are rewarded with treats, and 
people try to guess the carolers’ identities.

Volunteer Allison Bell, a veterinary technician from 
Seattle, Washington, draws blood from a new eagle 
admitted to the Alaska Raptor Center.
COURTESY KARA DESHAZO, ALASKA RAPTOR CENTER

The Alaska Railroad runs 
special holiday trains.

COURTESY ALASKA RAILROAD
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“Smoked Alaskan Salmon Belly Congee”
Radishes | XO sauce | Alaskan black seaweed 
Pickled chanterelles | Rooftop Herbs

Feeds 4 adults

Congee:
1 pint cooked short grain rice 3 quarts chicken stock
4 tablespoons cultured butter  1 oz fish sauce
Salt to taste

Add chicken stock to medium-sized pot. Bring to a simmer, add 
rice and stir with a wooden spoon every 3-5 minutes. It will start 
to thicken after 25-35 minutes. Once it’s the consistency of stew, 
remove from heat and add butter. Season with salt. Remember 
that the other ingredients will have flavor profiles of salt. 

Turmeric Pickled Daikon: (Can be done overnight) 
8 oz fresh daikon radish 1 tbsp turmeric
1 tsp salt  1 quart water
1 tsp fennel seed 1 tsp black peppercorn
1 star anise 2 oz sugar
2 oz sake 2 oz cider vinegar

Add all ingredients except the radish to a pot. Bring to a simmer 
for 10 minutes. Let cool. Peel radish with a vegetable peeler. Add 
radishes to pot, and place a paper towel over the whole pot so it 
weighs down the radish. Let it sit in pickling liquid for 2 hours.

    Pickled Alaskan Chanterelle: (Can be done overnight)
4 oz small or medium-sized fresh  
Alaskan chanterelle mushrooms 1 tsp peppercorns
2 oz sugar 1 quart water
1 tsp salt 1 oz cider vinegar

Bring all ingredients except the mushrooms to a simmer for 10 
minutes. Let cool and add the mushrooms and let it steep for 2 
hours minimum. Place paper towel on top to weigh it down. 

XO Sauce
1 tbsp fermented shrimp paste 1 tbsp dried scallops
3 tbsp finely chopped shallots 1 tbsp sambal chili paste
1 tbsp crushed red pepper flakes  1 tbsp sesame oil
1 tsp minced garlic 1 tsp fresh grated ginger

Mix all ingredients in a mixing bowl with a whisk and let it sit 
for 1 hour minimum.

Rooftop Herbs
In this recipe we used pea shoot vines, because they are mild 
with a hint of sweetness. We also used nasturtium leaves 
(flowers are ok too) to add a hint of black pepper/horseradish 
flavor. I don’t recommend using any herbs that are really strong 
in flavor or have an odor—i.e. rosemary, thyme, marjoram, or 
oregano. Herbs you can substitute are chives and green onions.

Items you can purchase from the store or a buyer
Smoked Salmon Belly: (6-8 oz) You can substitute smoked 

Alaskan black cod
Alaskan Black seaweed: (1-2 oz) 

Scoop out congee into your favorite entree bowl and garnish 
with the daikon, chanterelle, salmon belly, XO sauce, and 
seaweed. Last, garnish with your choice of herbs. I hope you 
enjoy eating this dish just as much as I do. ~ Chef Uddipa

Smoked Alaskan  
Salmon Belly Congee
A delicacy concocted  
by Juneau chef Lionel Uddipa

Raised in Juneau, Lionel Uddipa left to attend culinary school 
and hone his skills in a smattering of top-tier restaurants before 
returning to his hometown, where he has helmed the restaurant 
SALT for the last few years. Last August, Chef Uddipa and his sous 
chef created a dish of sea asparagus risotto with Alaskan king crab 
that won the Great American Seafood Cook-O�, an annual New 
Orleans-based competition.  

�e King of American Seafood agreed to prepare a recipe special for 
Alaska readers. �e dish is built around salmon belly, an underutilized 
ingredient Uddipa describes as “straight delicious,” but often gets thrown away 
when the �sh is �lleted. 

Don your apron and follow the king’s steps. Fair warning: Lucky guests may 
start addressing you as “Your Excellency.” Smoked Alaskan  

Salmon Belly Congee
COURTESY LIONEL UDDIPA
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• Breakfast, Lunch 
 & Dinner 

• Creative, Fresh 
 & Local Menu 
 Selections

Monday - Saturday
7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Visit our BIRCH SYRUP production facility:

TASTE, TOUR & SHOP
10 - 6 Daily - Mi. 1.1 Talkeetna Spur Rd

May-September 907-733-1409
Wild Alaska

Syrups And Jams

ALASKA WILD HARVESTED FOODS AND GIFTS 
Order online at www.alaskawildharvest.com • 800-380-7457 

LOCAL ICE CREAM • COFFEE • ART • IN→ RV→OUT

BEER & 
GREAT FOOD! 

A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS, BY 
ALASKANS, FOR ALASKANS 

AND OUR GUESTS. BEST BEER, 
STEAKS, & SEAFOOD AROUND.

lastfrontierbrew.com • 907-357-7200

Hillside Cabins
PO Box 87-1748

Wasilla, AK 99687

Daytime Phone:
907-376-4912
800-770-3650

Anytime Phone: 907-373-0405
Email: info@hillsidecabins.com

www.hillsidecabins.com

Master Jeweler - Randall Martin
907.376.4912

www.goldrushak.com
goldrushak@gmail.com
212 N Boundary Street

Wasilla, AK 99654

COME DISCOVER HISTORIC WASILLA!

Celebrating 100 years of Dog Mushing, 
Gold Mining and Homesteading in the Valley

Open Year Round on Tues - Fri 9 am to 5 pm

Wasilla Museum and Visitor Center
391 N Main Street, Wasilla 

907-373-9071 
www.cityofwasilla.com/museum
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For many older adults who visit Alaska, 
the northern state is an amazing 
bucket list experience. But for kids, 
says Erin Kirkland, a trip to Alaska can 
help shape the rest of their lives.

For nine years Kirkland has been 
publishing AKontheGo, a blog and 
website that helps people plan travels 
as a family. In that time, she has seen 
the impact the state’s 
wilds can have on 
youth. She remembers 
one teen who, after 
one week in Alaska, 
decided to pursue a 
degree in marine 
biology and was 
searching for seasonal science jobs.

“�e mantra of AKontheGo has 
kind of evolved from family fun to this 
idea that every kid who comes up 
here has the possibility to grow up 
and become one of Alaska’s stewards 
one day,” Kirkland says. 

When she moved here with a toddler 
and a 12-year-old in 2005, there wasn’t 
much information for best practices 

traveling with kids. So Kirkland started 
providing that information. Even today, 
she isn’t focused on charging for her 
information, she says she just wants to 
enable families to have an enjoyable 
experience. 

When AKontheGo writes about a 
tour activity, Kirkland asks questions 
including if the business has a 

procedure for kids, if 
they have the necessary 
equipment, and if sta� 
have been trained to 
work with kids. Kirkland 
says her work not only 
helps inform families, it 
helps the tourism 

industry, because kids who have a 
good experience in Alaska will be 
more likely to return as adults. 

And that opportunity is only 
growing.

“More and more parents are 
recognizing that Alaska is one of the 
last amazing natural places… and 
they want to have that experience 
with their kids,” Kirkland says.

Erin Kirkland of AKontheGo 
and her son visit Sirius Sled 
Dogs in Fairbanks. 
COURTESY ERIN KIRKLAND

Alaska’s Future Stewards
Website helps parents plan family travels 
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Featuring
Alaskan

Designs in
Fabric,

Patterns,
Quilts
& Kits

Scenic and Whitewater Rafting!
Glacier Hikes and Ice Climbing!

www.nova-alaska.com / 800-746-5753

Since 1975Since 1975

BE 
SEEN.SEEN.

Contact Melissa:
melissa.bradley@alaskamagazine.com

Small Farms. Giant Vegetables. 
Delicious Lunch. 

Alaska Farm Tours  
www.AlaskaFarmTours.com

$95
Half-Day Tours starting at
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The Year Ahead
What we’re looking forward to in 2018
2017 was a great year. As always, we’re excited to make the 
most of 2018. Here’s a 2018 bucket list of Alaska things we hope 
to check o�  this year.

Finally capturing the elusive Alaska photograph
There are some images that just embody Alaska. Talented and 
patient photographers are lucky enough to capture these 
images, and kind enough to share them with the rest of us. 
Here’s to hoping 2018 will be the year when the rest of us get a 
chance to be behind the lens for some iconic and elusive shots. 
A sample wish list: a blonde wolf; a Katmai bear catching a fi sh 
at the top of McNeil Falls; an orca whale breaching; thousands 
of migrating caribou.

Visiting new places
Alaska is a vast and varied state, and it seems like there’s 
always more to see. A new year is a good time to plan trips for 
those faraway and hard-to-reach places, which are abundant in 
the Last Frontier. 

Drawing the Denali road lottery
Typically a drive deep into Denali National Park requires riding on 
a bus, but at the end of each summer season the park draws a 
limited number of people who are allowed to take their own 
vehicles all the way to Wonder Lake, weather permitting. 
Getting drawn makes for an unforgettable trip, at your pace. 

Attending a festival
The state has a thriving arts and culture scene, and there’s never 
enough time to see it all, but a festival is a good opportunity to 
see as much as possible in one place.

Soaking in culture
Few places have as rich a cultural heritage as Alaska, and in 2018 
there are plenty of opportunities to learn about and admire it. 
On top of the annual World Eskimo Indian Olympics, Alaska 
Federation of Natives Convention, and the Native Youth 
Olympics, the biennial Celebration, which fi lls the streets of 
Juneau with thousands of Native dancers from many clans, 
takes place this June. 

Forgetting about work
It’s pretty hard for work to call when you don’t have cell 
reception. One of the benefi ts of Alaska’s wilderness is getting 
away from it all, and just completely checking out. A night 
around the fi re at hunting camp, a day catching your limit of 
Copper River Reds, fl oating on top of silent powder snow, 
shedding layers when the sun emerges in the backcountry—
these are the Alaska moments to live for.

Soaked
Record summer 
rainfall in Ketchikan
More than 45 inches of rain dumped on the southeast Alaska city 
of Ketchikan between the � rst day of June and the last day of 
August, earning 2017 a new title for the city’s wettest summer on 
record. � e previous record was set in 1967, when 44.16 inches of 
rain fell. For comparison, Seattle’s average annual rainfall is about 
37.5 inches.

It was unusually wet across Southeast, with rainfall at 150 
percent of normal for the region. � e deluge wasn’t part of any 
larger climate cycle, says Brian Ca� ery with the National Weather 
Service. Next summer could be sunny, or more of the same. 

Get o�  the beaten path this year.
CREATIVE COMMONS

CREATIVE COMMONS
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Pamela Manderson, general manager of 
Alaska Private Touring, says that among 
her clients, she’s noticed a few trends in 
the type of groups that visit Alaska and 
the experience they’re looking for. More 
multigenerational groups are traveling 
together, and seek experiences that can 
suit both grandma and grandson, and a 
lot of visitors are looking for something 
more intimate.

“For us there’s de�nitely been an 

increase in that personal touch. Meeting 
real Alaskans, not just getting on the bus 
and seeing what there is to see,” Mander-
son says.

Julie Saupe, president and CEO of Visit 
Anchorage, says that visitor behavior has 
remained fairly similar over the last �ve 
years. A 2016 survey put shopping, 
wildlife viewing, and cultural activities as 
the top interests, a fact that hasn’t 
changed since a 2011 survey.

Tourism Trends
A look at the type of activities Alaska visitors want

Visitors to Alaska still seek 
shopping, wildlife viewing, and 
cultural activities, but many are 
seeking more intimate experiences.
COURTESY ALEXANDER DEEDY

One surprising statistic, Saupe says, is 
that the average age of visitors to Alaska 
has increased from about 50 years old in 
2011 to about 54 years old in 2016, though 
that hasn’t led to a notable shift in 
behavior or activities. 

Saupe says she’s expecting an increase 
in the cruise sector in 2018, and noted 
that she expects to continue seeing a 
steady stream of visitors from Washing-
ton, Oregon, and California, where 38 
percent of all Alaskan tourists currently 
come from. 

“We expect that trend to continue as 
people increasingly recognize Alaska is 
only a three- or four-hour �ight from the 
West Coast—the same as going to the 
eastern seaboard or a southern locale,” 
she says.
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Capital 
View
Looking down from above 
Douglas Island toward 
Lynn Canal and Juneau, 
Alaska’s capital. 

Photo by:  KEVIN G. SMITH / 
alaskastock.com

12.17-
01.18
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A Day on the Ice
Alaska merriment close to home BY MICHAEL ENGELHARD

THE SCENE RESEMBLES THE DUTCHMAN 
Hendrick Avercamp’s 17th-century 
paintings: Couples on skates hold 
hands out of a� ection or to prop each 

other up. A pack of feral teenagers chased by 
two Labs dodges slowpokes. A father picks up 
his fallen toddler for another go. Hockey 
players hustle the puck while a grandma 
pushing her kick sled tries to sneak past them, 
afraid of getting body-checked. All that’s 
missing from this frost fair are meat pie 
vendors or a hot grog stand.

� is is no Amsterdam canal, however—no 
frozen-lowlands river meander. In place of 

church steeples and oaks, 4,000-foot peaks 
frame the giddy milling-about. � e sky is too 
deep, too blue to be anywhere but in Alaska. 
Rather than winter carnival, the surroundings 
suggest a rink for ice giants or yetis. 

Sheridan Lake marks the eponymous 
glacier’s meltdown 14 road miles, plus 10 
minutes by trail, from Cordova. Lacing my 
skating boots tight while sitting on an outcrop, 
I can see the blinding, cracked ice tongue 
descend to woods in the distance. I take a few 
tentative steps before I � nd my legs, remem-
bering to push and glide, not to walk. It’s like 
riding a bike: You just never forget.  

Author Michael Engelhard pauses 
for a photo on Lake Sheridan.

SENSE OF PLACESENSE OF PLACE

Cordova
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On this crisp, sunny day, the danger 
is wipeout, not whiteout. Breathless 
already, I wait for my wife, Melissa. 
Smarter, more cautious, she’s witnessed 
many a train wreck before handing me 
dry clothes or the � rst aid kit.

� e � rst serious cold snap sealed o�  
the lake a few days ago. A consecutive 
snow � urry merely added an inch of 
frosting. � e surface below is mirror-
smooth—except for the odd “sandpaper” 
spot or fracture line, which could stop 
and launch you from your boots like 
Wile E. Coyote. Cabin-sized bergs lie 
grounded near shore, exhibits in a 
Dadaist ice-carving competition, though, 
as with the sky, the color is o� . Instead of 
being transparent, the scalloped blocks 
glow like curacao in a cocktail glass. 
Sapphire light su� uses glazed hollows 
and caves deepening to aquamarine 
farther in. Around the bergs’ edges lake 
ice thins and water is showing.  

� e culvert-style clamor of the lake’s 
outlet reminds me that there is open 
water somewhere close by. 

I dart through berg-� anked narrows, 
my blades now hissing, now crunching 
like broken glass underfoot. � e ice 
chirps with tension once in a while as it 
does when it’s young. On wide, open 
stretches I get into the zone. I extend the 
glide phase on one leg before pushing o�  
with the other. It’s the closest to � ying 
that earthbound, non-drugged creatures 
can come. � in ice and old injuries have 
long been forgotten. Crossover-stepping 
like a speed skater with my center of 
gravity low and leaning into the turns, I 
use my arms as pendulums to build 
momentum. � e calligraphy of our 
sequined tracks spells pure joy. By now 
tra�  c has thinned; so have our shadows, 
growing into the afternoon. In the past 
hour, we’ve only passed one other couple.

Taking a break with our skates on, we 
bank sunbeams and warmth and 
much-needed vitamin D against the 
months to come. By turns we sip hot 
chai from the thermos. Quiet reigns 
absolute. � ere’s no sign of life besides 
us. Still, a high-pitched ringing � lls my 
head, barely audible. It’s the aural 
counterpart to the fugue of cobalt and 
white that unfolds like a Ming Dynasty 

porcelain landscape around us. � e 
sun’s oblique rays now etch each snow 
crystal into relief; grooves from our 
skates cast their own shadows. � e 
glacier’s terminus beckons from afar. 
Toes have gone numb and the hour is 
late, so we turn around.

Back at the outcrop, unlacing my 
boots where we left our town shoes, I am 
reminded that there is always a price to 
pay. Feeling returns to my imprisoned 
digits and with it the pains of dungeon 
torture. I limp back to the truck as if 
broken on the wheel, a geezer, already 

dreading tomorrow’s soreness from 
seldom-used muscles. I console myself 
thinking that Sheridan is a topnotch 
destination, on par with St. Moritz or 
Aspen—but even better, because we can 
arrive here after breakfast and be back 
home before dinner. 

Michael Engelhard is the author of the essay 
collection American Wild: Explorations 
from the Grand Canyon to the Arctic Circle, 
and of Ice Bear: � e Cultural History of an 
Arctic Icon. He lives in Fairbanks and works 
as a wilderness guide in the Arctic.

I dart through berg-fl anked narrows, 
my blades now hissing, now crunching 
like broken glass underfoot.”

The author’s wife, Melissa, 
skates down Sheridan Lake.
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Wildlife-Viewing Tour Advice
Get the most from your Alaska vacation BY MICHELLE THEALL

RAMBLES 
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As an editor and photographer at Alaska magazine 
since 2013, I’ve had the opportunity—actually the 
responsibility—to travel the state using every mode 

of transportation from sled dogs to cruises, enlisting a wide 
variety and caliber of guides and out� tters, staying at remote, 
rustic, and luxe lodges, eating at hole-in-the-wall restaurants, 
and exploring all manner of cultural venues. 

[TOP] Sibling bears rest on the beach 
together in Lake Clark after a morning 
spent clamming.

[BOTTOM] Former Alaska magazine photo 
editor Corrynn Cochran gears up to take 
Wild Departures guests pu�  n viewing.

We know where the wild things are, 
and we’ll take you there.”

On a tour charging $5,000 and promising 
“comfortable clean lodging,” I found myself 
on the fl oor with my nose inches from toxic 
mold in a condemned house without running 
water and with sewage draining into the yard. 
A violent bout of food poisoning on a small 
boat cruise up the Inside Passage waylaid 
me for two days. And a guide left me to fend 
for myself in what became a dangerous solo 
descent of a high peak. In travels from the 
Arctic to Southeast and the Wrangells to the 

Aleutians, I’ve sampled the good, the bad, and 
the downright unacceptable o� ered to tourists 
seeking to explore the Last Frontier—and pay-
ing top dollar and using precious vacation time 
to do so. At some point I realized that I might 
put my guinea pig knowledge to use beyond 
the printed page: Instead of inspiring people 
to go to Alaska with sentences and images, 
I would take them to the right places at the 
right times with the right vendors to experi-
ence things in real-time.
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Two years ago, I started leading wildlife-
viewing tours in Alaska and the Lower 48 
through my company Wild Departures. Our 
motto: We know where the wild things are, 
and we’ll take you there. It’s a simple premise 
until you take into account that Alaska’s 
eight national parks alone encompass more 
acreage than all of the national parks in the 
Lower 48 added together and then doubled. 
That’s a massive amount of territory, but 
thankfully Alaska wildlife follows somewhat 
predictable patterns based on seasons, 
migration patterns, salmon runs, and natural 
habitat. When I return from trips, I often send 
my mom a shot or two of Alaska’s bears—my 
favorite subject. Her response is always the 
same (and said with a thick Texas drawl). 
“Darn you, Michelle. I went all the way to 
Alaska and didn’t see one bear the entire 
trip.” My response to her is always the same. 
“If you want to be guaranteed to see a bear, 
you have to go where the bears are. You have 
to step away from the king crab buffet and 
karaoke and get off the ship.”

When you plan a trip to Alaska, you have 
to decide what it is you want to get out of 
it, or logistically, it won’t happen. Taking a 

cruise is great for visiting busy coastal towns 
and seeing distant glaciers, but you have to 
take a land excursion or two to truly experi-
ence Alaska. Major cruise lines offer many 
good ones: rafting in the bald eagle preserve, 
day-trips through Denali, fly-out bear view-

ing, and whale-watching tours. Still, some 
travelers want to cut to the chase, using 
their time and money on a specific quest. For 
bears, I take folks to Katmai and Lake Clark 
in July and August to watch the bruins chase 
salmon and fight for the best fishing spots. 
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  Captions

A photographer in Lake Clark sets up 
for a shot of a bear strolling down the 

beach toward a prime fishing spot.
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Or I go even earlier, in May or June, while they 
feed on sedge grasses with yearling cubs 
in tow. In August before my bear-viewing 
trip to Lake Clark, I add on a weekend Kenai 
Fjords primer to spot migrating and resident 
whales, visit the Seavey-run dog kennel in 
Seward, and hike along Exit Glacier. Polar 
bears frequent the Arctic around Kaktovik, 
especially in October after the Native com-
munities harvest their allotment of bowhead 
whales, which attracts the bears as they wait 
for the ice to freeze. Caribou and moose are 
a fairly safe summer and fall bet in Denali, 
and this year was a good one for wolf sight-
ings. Bald eagles can be found everywhere, 
but I can guarantee hundreds of them (up to 
2,000) in November in Haines, which is why 
I schedule my tour at that time, specifically 
for bald eagle lovers. In fact, there’s an entire 
festival dedicated to the species, culminating 
with the release of a rehabilitated eagle from 
sacred Native grounds.

All of my tours are wildlife-viewing tours, 
but some are also designated as photo tours 
or photo workshops. Many exceptional Alaska 
photographers offer these types of trips 
to their favorite spots, so it’s important to 
know the differences. A photo tour typically 
means that you will be shooting along with 
the photographer, who will take you to various 
locations and try to get you into the right posi-
tion at the right time for a perfect shot. Photo 
workshops offer more hands-on instruction, 
including perhaps image review and critique 
after a day of shooting. Regardless of which 
type of tour you take, I highly recommend 
photographers as tour guides. They’ve done 
the legwork and make their living knowing 
where to go and when. Even if you’re just 
using your cell phone to document your trav-
els, you’ll get better images to take home than 
you would otherwise.

Last but not least, it’s okay to ask for 
references beyond the testimonials you see 
on a vendor’s website from recent guests. Pur-
chase travel insurance—weather cancelations 
and delays are a real thing in Alaska. Request 
photos of the rooms and lodges where you’ll 
be staying, along with a detailed itinerary 
outlining modes of transportation and timing, 
and be sure to ask what’s included and what 
to pack. For example, many Arctic outfitters 
provide survival suits and boots for guests—no 
need to purchase a one-time-use parka that 
will eat up all the room in your luggage and be 
worthless when you return to Texas or Florida. 
At the end of the day, it’s your vacation and 
you’ll want to get the most from it. Do your 
homework—or at the very least, let a travel 
guinea pig like me do it for you. 

Alaska magazine’s senior editor, Michelle 
�eall, is an award-winning author and 
professional photographer. �rough her 
company, Wild Departures (wilddepartures.
com), she gives wildlife-viewing tours in 
Alaska and beyond.

A humpback whale gives viewers 
the tale on a tour of Kenai Fjords.
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style wall art capturing the wild beauty of Alaska.

Order Today!

Metal Prints

Canvas Gallery Wrap Prints
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The enduring legacy of family. In the 1960s at just 15
years old, Ferrini Pietro and Grotti Rodolfo began their

journey as goldsmiths, honing their metalworking skills at
a major workshop in Arezzo known for mentoring some of
the best artisans in the world. 
For over fifty years they’ve created unsurpassed artisan 
jewelry that combines age-old Etruscan metalsmithing
techniques with innovative design. Today, we bring their
talents to America.
A striking testimony of elegance to the woman whowears it. Aria is Italian for “air” as well as a striking solo 
musical performance and the name captures the light, yet
bold essence of this necklace perfectly. Each necklace is
made by hand in Italy from polished 14K yellow gold and
celebrates the traditional woven Byzantine design. 
The difference between priceless & overpriced. High-end design
should not carry a high price just because it comes from a big name 
retailer, where you’ll find a similar necklace  going for four times as much.
We prefer to keep our costs low so we can bring you the very best in
Italian design at a cutting edge price. 

Masterpiece, not mass produced. It takes months to
create just one of these necklaces which means we have
a select number available. 
No questions asked, money back guarantee. We want
you glowing with satisfaction. 

A co l l e c t ion o f  impeccable  de s ign & cra f t smanship  f rom Ita ly.

Call today. There’s never been a better time to let your elegance shine. 18884445949
Offer Code: RFA14501. You must use the offer code to get our special price.

•  Made in Arezzo, Italy  •  Available as sterling silver finished in 18K yellow gold or 14K real yellow gold  •  18"; lobster clasp

Drape yourself in a necklace you
will call “bellisimo”. Handcrafted
by Italian artisans, the look is
“magnifico”...as is the price.

How to Speak Italian 
without saying a word?

18” of handmade Italian
artistry that crescendos
slightly at the center, 

creating a stunning look
that gracefully hugs 

the neck.

14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. RFA145-01, Burnsville, Minnesota 55337  www.raffinatoitaly.comRaffinato™

Raffinato™
——— Italy

�����
“I love the Aria necklace. It is the perfect length, light-
weight and is the type of quiet quality that is instantly
noticed no matter where or what I wear it with.” 
— Angie, El Cajon, CA

Raffinato™ 18K GoldFinished Sterling Silver 
Aria Necklace 
Stunningly affordable $95 with FREE SHIPPING
Also available
Raffinato™ 14K Yellow Gold Aria Necklace 
Stunningly wellpriced at $595 with FREE SHIPPING
(a $1,295 value)  Save $700
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OF NOTE
Vern Tejas, most renowned 
for making the fi rst solo winter 
ascent of Denali, plays music 
at Denali base camp. 

Photo by: 
PAUL SOUDERS / 
alaskastock.com

E XPERIENCE THE L AST FRON TIER

12.17-
01.18
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Juneau on the Luxe
No need to rough it just because you’re in Alaska
BY KARIN LEPERI

TRY THIS

WHEN DREAMING ABOUT ALASKA, MOST PEOPLE CONJURE UP IMAGES OF  
precipitous snow-capped mountains, calving blue-ice glaciers, and densely 
forested land of Sitka spruce. Pictures of adventurous luxury focusing on the 

sweet side of life are generally missing. 
But they shouldn’t be—especially in Juneau where one can experience “Juneau on the 

Luxe”—a compilation of deluxe experiences that only Juneau can deliver. From luxurious 
Pearson’s Pond to a seaplane �ight to remote Taku Glacier Lodge, Juneau delivers many 
unforgettable memories with style and sophistication synonymous with soft adventure.

I came to Juneau by way of an eight-day cruise with AdventureSmith Explorations. My 
ship, the Chichagof, embarked in Sitka and cruised to places including Tracy Arm and 
Glacier Bay National Park, wondrous relics of the Ice Age. We disembarked in Juneau, but 
only after an all-you-can-eat feast of Alaska king crab at the company’s private island. 

Juneau

Upside-down umbrellas add 
color at Glacier Gardens.

Captions

Alaska’s Only AAA  
Four Diamond Property
My “Juneau on the Luxe” adventure started 
with early check-in at Pearson’s Pond. 
Much like a luxurious secret hideaway, this 
AAA Four Diamond place is perfect for 
garden and glacier weddings, honey-
moons, anniversaries, birthdays, corporate 

retreats, luxury getaways, and as home 
base for �shing, dog sledding, hiking, and 
biking. Amenities include adjustable sleep 
number beds, Jacuzzi soaker tubs, robes 
and slippers, �replaces, free Wi-Fi, 
business center, and a dedicated massage 
room. My suite had a full-sized refrigerator, 
stove, microwave, and deck BBQ. 
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As recently as 220 years ago Pearson’s 
Pond was enveloped by the Mendenhall 
Glacier. Today the glacier is within 
walking or biking distance from what 
some say is the best place to stay in 
Alaska. Complimentary bikes and boats 
are available.

World’s Most Accessible Glacier
Located in the Tongass National Forest, 
Mendenhall Glacier Visitor Center is 
managed by the U.S. Forest Service. 
Viewing platforms from the center 
provide breathtaking views of Mendenhall 
Glacier and Nugget Falls while a nearby 
boardwalk lets you spot salmon and black 
bear looking for their next meal. Eagles 
and ravens stalk the skies. Go early in the 
morning to avoid crowds. After all, this is 
the world’s most accessible glacier.

Upside-down Garden Trees
Uniquely surprising, the Glacier Gardens 
are abundant with �owers, waterfalls, and 
inspiring views throughout the garden. 

�ey are located within the Tongass 
National Forest, largest temperate 
rainforest in the world. A vehicle takes 
you to the top as a guide describes local 
�ora and fauna. Hear the tale about Steve 
and how the upside-down �ower trees 
were conceived and partake in refresh-
ments under the canopy of upside-down 
umbrellas at the mini-cafe. 

Juneau’s Newest Museum
�e Alaska State Museum in Juneau 
underwent a $139-million renovation, 
joining the museum, library, and archives 
into one contemporary facility. Opening 
June 6, 2016, the museum was immedi-
ately hit with state budget cuts. Despite 
the �nancial setback, the museum is an 
outstanding timeline of the early First 
Nations peoples up to World War II and 
the current �shing industry. Widely 
known for its collection of cultural 
artifacts from Alaska’s Native cultures, it 
includes peoples from the Northwest 
Coast, Inupiat, Yup’ik, Athabascan, Aleut, 
and Alutiiq groups. �is is a compact gem 
exquisitely presenting all things Alaska. 

Best Food Tour 
�e best way to cover Juneau’s burgeoning 
culinary scene is with a walking tour by 
Juneau Food Tours. Owner Midgi Moore 
has already tasted and researched the 
locality, saving the best of Juneau for her 
clients. She shortcuts crowds at Tracy’s 
King Crab Shack for a sizable sampling of 
their famous crab bisque and crab cake for 
group members. Other stops include fried 
salmon sticks, smoked salmon spread, and 
caviar. A highlight is a tasting of rock�sh 
tacos and white wine paring at SALT—the 
best �ne dining experience in town. �e 
tour ends with a local beer tasting �ight at 
the historic Alaskan Hotel and Bar. 

Juneau Food Tours provides every 
member with a “goodie” bag containing 
almond to�ee from Chef Stef and famous 
ginger snap cookies from Taku Glacier 
Lodge. Along the way, Midgi and her 
guides share the history of this bustling 
capital of Alaska. Be sure to treat yourself 
to this narrated tasting of the culinary 
stars of Juneau. 

Bucket-list Glacier  
Flight and Feast
My seaplane �ight to Taku Glacier Lodge 
aboard Wings Airways was so exalting that 
I clung to my window the entire 25 min-
utes while taking loads of photos en route. 
We �ew over �ve massive glaciers and 
pure, raw wilderness. Once at Taku Glacier 
Lodge, we dined on freshly grilled salmon 
steaks with cabbage slaw, beans, herb-
infused bread, and their famous ginger 
cookies. Purchase wine and beer, or drink 
the purest glacier water for free.

Black bears frequent the premises, 
sometimes during a guided nature walk 
after dinner. Our �ight back was just as 
exhilarating as coming over. It didn’t 
matter which seat you had because the 
pilot banked for both sides of the plane to 
view the scenery. For me, this was the trip 
of a lifetime, best de�ned as luxury in the 
wilderness.  

Karin Leperi is a writer and photographer 
based in New Mexico.

DISCOVER MORE
AdventureSmith Explorations 
adventuresmithexplorations.com

Alaska State Museum 
museums.alaska.gov

Glacier Gardens 
glaciergardens.com

Juneau Food Tours 
juneaufoodtours.com

Mendenhall Glacier 
fs.usda.gov

Pearson’s Pond 
pearsonspond.com

SALT 
saltalaska.com

Wings Airways  
& Taku Glacier Lodge 
wingsairways.com

Chef de Cuisine 
Lionel Uddipa 
at SALT.

Scallop appetizer at 
SALT, which o�ers 

the most extensive 
wine list in Juneau.

AKMMG_171200_TryThis.indd   46 10/9/17   2:49 PM



DECEMBER/JANUARY 2018 ALASKA  47

AKMMG_171200_SAS-Blanks.indd   47 9/29/17   12:45 PM

© CARRIE WILLIAMS PHOTOGRAPHY ©
 P

ER
RY

 A
N

D
 A

N
G

EL
A

 M
O

LA
N

800-789-4782
www.kodiak.org
visit@kodiak.org
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WHEN I MOVED TO THE 
Kenai Peninsula in 1984, I 
heard it took an average of 40 
hours to catch a Kenai king 

salmon. � at is assuming you do most things 
correctly while � shing for the monster-sized 
prize of the Kenai. I was young and thought 
for sure my trout � shing skills, learned over 
the course of 15-plus years in Colorado, 
would be su�  cient to catch a Kenai king. I 
spent hours casting from the banks of the 
upper Kenai River near my rental trailer in 
Sterling, but I came up empty after weeks of 
trying. � e main problem? I paid little 
attention to the good advice I’d received.

� e summer of 1985 arrived and, with no 
job still by late June, I went to the river often 
with my faithful dog named Bear. I’d throw 
lures into the river for two to three hours 

every session and then throw sticks into the 
river for Bear to fetch before returning 
home. I never so much as hooked a � sh.

One night, however, my luck changed. 
� e evening started like most visits to 
Morgan’s Landing. Under cloudy skies, Bear 
and I hiked down to the river where we 
� shed one of my favorite spots. I started the 
drudgery of cast after cast into the swift 
green waters when out of the blue, a salmon 
hit! I knew right away this sudden stoppage 
of my lure was not a snag and set the hook 
of my � imsy Pixie spoon. � e � sh gave a 
couple of mighty head shakes and then 
turned downriver; I couldn’t slow or stop it. 
Being in my prime, I was able to hold the 
rod high and run down the wild, rocky river 
bank, skipping over big wet rocks and 
ducking trees with Bear excitedly in pursuit. 

Fishermen cast into the Kenai River 
near the Soldotna bridge.

Fish and 
Bear
A Kenai River 
king salmon tale
BY KURT JACOBSON

ALASKA SPORTSMAN

If I pulled too hard or too often, 
the line would surely break.”
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I did my best to run and reel, 
but after about a hundred feet 
of running downstream, the 
big � sh seemed to stop. I 
caught my breath and felt the 
weight of the � sh, but 
something was di� erent. � e 
king had snagged on the 
bottom of the river about 40 
feet out towards the middle, 
and I was helpless. I knew my 
line was not strong enough to 
withstand much rubbing on 
whatever it was snagged on. 
All I could do was move the 
� sh a few inches. If I pulled 
too hard or too often, the line 
would surely break.

After what seemed an 
eternity, a boater pulled up to inquire 
about my bent rod and the tortured look 
on my face. Seeing my distress, he 
o� ered to take my rod and catch my � sh 
for me, but I said I had to go with it. He 
reluctantly agreed and pulled his boat 
close to shore, against the swift current 
in the dangerous shallows. I tossed my 
rod through the air for him to catch and 
climbed in quickly. I told him if we went 
upstream from where the � sh was 
snagged, it might break loose of the 
snag, and that’s exactly what happened. 
We chased the � sh downriver about a 
half a mile, losing my frantic dog along 
the shore. � e � sh fought hard, but we 
prevailed and got it into the boat. I was 
practically hyperventilating at that 
point. Catching a � ne 35-pounder had 
been an intense endeavor. Now my 
complete attention turned to Bear.

I asked to be let o�  where I was picked 
up, but the boat owner said it was too 
dangerous. I couldn’t see Bear anywhere 
as we sped upstream almost a mile from 
where we boated the � sh. I thanked the 
man profusely, dropped my � sh and pole 
at the landing, and took o�  running like 
a madman, hip boots and all, down-
stream along the darkened trail yelling, 
“Bear!” hoping my dog would hear me. It 
didn’t occur to me until I had run about 
half a mile that people could hear me 
yelling and might think I was being 

Kurt Jacobson in 1985 with his 
fi rst Kenai River king salmon.

attacked. Bears had been seen in the 
area that summer, but what could I do? I 
had to � nd my dog, and because he had 
never worn a collar or identi� cation I 
wasn’t going to leave him there looking 

abandoned. Finally, a few 
minutes past where I’d last 
seen him, we reunited and I got 
a face full of happy dog kisses 
as I hugged my buddy. 

� ere was no time to waste 
with darkness approaching. I 
had left my � sh and pole at the 
landing so we headed back at a 
fast walk. � e � shermen I had 
asked to keep an eye on my � sh 
were still at the boat landing.

Over the years, I � nally 
learned to listen to the local 
experts and became a very 
successful Kenai king � sher-
man. Although I’ve caught 
bigger kings, I’ll always 
remember that long night and 
my � rst bank-caught king on 
the Kenai River with Bear. 

Kurt Jacobson cooked his way 
throughout Alaska in the 1970s, 80s, and 90s. 
He writes of these and other adventures at 
Tasteoftravel2.com and as a freelance travel 
and food writer.
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THE LEGEND OF WALTER “YUKON” 
Yates lives on through those of 
us who knew him. � e man 
inhabited the independent 

Alaska spirit, and wore it like an old 
caribou skin. As tough as they come, 
Yukon survived for 14 days in the harsh 
Canadian winter after a crash left him 
with a broken spine and a scorched 
helicopter. He found sustenance through 
foraged cranberries and a frog he 
captured to eat, before he was � nally 
rescued. Once home, he kept two things 
from the accident: a gnarled piece of 
metal that was once his helicopter and 
the determination to continue exploring 
until the day he died. 

Walter’s house was a well-curated 
museum of an adventurous life. Dusty 
� annels and down jackets hung in his 

closet, and his desk drawers over� owed 
with curiosities he’d collected over the 
years. Everything he gathered had a story. 
And he loved to tell stories. Skeptics 
might have called them tall tales, but 
Walter had photographic proof of his 
adventures. Locals liked to call him “that 
Alaskan from Texas,” but others nick-
named him “Yukon” for his forays deep 
inside the Yukon Territory.

He spent his childhood in the Ozarks, 
learning the ropes of living o�  the land 
and falling in love with mountains at an 
early age. Later in life, he relocated to 
Texas and got married, but it was the 

[ABOVE] Walter’s hand-built 
cabin and cache. The metal on the 
posts of the food cache prevented 
wolverines from climbing to the top.

[INSET] Walter “Yukon” Yates in a 
fur-hooded parka roughing it along 
the Post River.

That Alaskan from Texas
The pioneering spirit of Walter “Yukon” Yates
BY ASHLEY M. HALLIGAN

OUT THERE

Medfra
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Alaska wilderness and the 
craft of self-sustainability 
that propelled Walter’s 
wanderings. He warned his 
wife early on that if he ever 
awoke at night and heard 
the cry of a wolf, he’d have to 
head north to Alaska. In 
1975 he heard that wolf and 
ventured deep into the 
Alaska backcountry to build 
the cabin depicted in a 
painting that hung in his living room 
above his mantle, next to the charred 
remains of his helicopter. With only his 
determination and a single-engine Cessna 
175 Skylark full of supplies, he landed 
along the Post River that summer, cutting 
his � rst log on July 4. 

For a year, Walter lived in those 
mountains and o�  the land with only his 
bare hands, an axe, meat grinder, and 
sense of love for the Kuskokwim range 
and its river valleys. He encountered 
grizzlies, made hats of beaver pelts, 
befriended squirrels, and fostered a 
relationship with the Alaska terrain that 
sustained him more than any other place 
in the world. 

He constantly sought uncharted 
territory, sometimes creating detailed 
maps of his discoveries, many of which 
he found while exploring in his hand-
crafted helicopter. His most satisfying 
journeys were visits to old mining sites 
near Petersville, where rotted cabins 
stood between the Kahiltna and 
Tokositna glaciers. Being a gold prospec-
tor, Walter knew that when he found a 
cabin standing still in time, sometimes 
with dinner still on the table, that its 
inhabitants heard tell of a gold strike and 
� ed in search of good fortune. But 
Walter would always be drawn back to 
his cabin, regardless of the treasures he 
found elsewhere. 

Today, the cabin still stands in a 
secluded spot in the Kuskokwim Moun-
tains, 80-air miles from the nearest 
town—Medfra—with a rusty Coleman 
lantern hanging where Walter left it 
20-some years ago. Its current owners, 
the Murray family—a family of adventur-
ers regarded as the original Paci� c Crest 
Trail journeyers—purchased the land in 
the 1980s, but promised Walter that the 
cabin would always be his. As adventur-
ers, they admired Walter’s grit and 
passion for the wilderness. 

In the summer of 2014, Walter decided 
to return to his cabin once more; he was 
89 years old, living in Texas, and in frail 
health. Days before he left, he wrote, “I 
want to relive those exciting times one 
more time. I know it will be di� erent 
today, but I must live it again, before I die.”

He hired a bush pilot and made the 
3,000-mile trip back to his Alaska home. 
When he returned, he recounted a story 
that gave him great joy. He wrote:

I talked to a man working at the local 
airport. When I told him we were � ying 
to Rainy Pass country he said, “� at’s 
near the Post River where a man from 
Texas built a cabin and lived for a year 
while making a movie!”

“Really?” I asked.
“Yeah, everybody called him ‘that 

Alaskan from Texas,’ and he stayed 

there all through the winter. Everybody 
knows about him.”

I was enjoying this, so I carried on ask-
ing the man if he ever met this man he 
spoke of. “No, that was far before my 
time,” he said.

Almost satis� ed I asked, “Well, would 
you like to meet him?”

“Yeah, but that was about 50 years 
ago, so I guess he is gone by now.”

Finally satis� ed, I stuck out my hand 
as a gesture to shake his. Puzzled he 
said, “Who are you?”

“I am ‘that Alaskan from Texas’ you 
spoke of, and I am going back to check 
on my cabin.”

� e last time I saw Walter was on 
March 1, 2015. He died the next day. 
Somehow I knew that was the last time I 
would see him. I think he knew too. 
Looking at me with his signature blue 
eyes, he hugged me goodbye, while those 
dusty � annels and pu� y vests from 
adventures long gone hung behind me in 
his closet. Walter was ready to return to 
his nomad spirit—to the Post River and 
the Kuskokwim Mountains—to his last 
true frontier. 

Ashley M. Halligan is a freelance journalist/
copywriter who focuses on travel and human 
stories. Her work has been featured in outlets 
like Backpacker Magazine and Reuters.

Walter chopping down 
“as large a log as I could handle” 
to build his cabin. In all, he cut 
47 spruce trees for his 13-foot 
by 17-foot home.
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GEA R 

If you’re like me, shopping often induces panic attacks, existential 
crises, and emotional breakdowns. No doubt, you’ll be wanting to 
pick up a few new pieces of gear before the new year, so we’ve made 
it easy for you by recapping our top picks in each category from our 
2017 testing and reviews. One-stop shopping, courtesy of Alaska.

The Best of the Best
The year in review, plus a few sta�  favorites
BY BJORN DIHLE

April
Platypus Gravity 
Works 4.0L Water 
Filter System
Whether you’re base 
camping, at your 
hunting camp, or on 
a paddle expedition, 
Platypus’s Gravity Works 
4.0L Water Filter System is a 
practical way to fi lter water for a 
large number of people. 

$119.95; platy.com

Whether you’re base Whether you’re base Whether you’re base 
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May
Big Agnes Copper Spur HV UL2 Tent
This is the ideal two-person ultra-light tent for 
three-season travel in the backcountry. It’s 
held up nicely to everything from Southeast 
Alaska monsoons to 30-plus mph winds on the 
Alaska Peninsula.
$449.95; bigagnes.com
Alaska Peninsula.Alaska Peninsula.Alaska Peninsula.Alaska Peninsula.Alaska Peninsula.Alaska Peninsula.Alaska Peninsula.Alaska Peninsula.Alaska Peninsula.Alaska Peninsula.Alaska Peninsula.Alaska Peninsula.Alaska Peninsula.Alaska Peninsula.Alaska Peninsula.Alaska Peninsula.Alaska Peninsula.Alaska Peninsula.Alaska Peninsula.Alaska Peninsula.Alaska Peninsula.Alaska Peninsula.Alaska Peninsula.Alaska Peninsula.Alaska Peninsula.Alaska Peninsula.Alaska Peninsula.Alaska Peninsula.Alaska Peninsula.Alaska Peninsula.
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March
Big Agnes Hitchens UL 20 Sleeping Bag 
At a pound and a half and compressing 
into a tiny stu�  sack, the 20-degree 
bag is perfect for the ultra-light 
adventurer. In the last year, I’ve 
spent nearly three months 
using it from Southeast 
Alaska to the Arctic. 
$530.00; bigagnes.com
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June
Eddie Bauer Mountain Ops Boot 

Most hiking boots take some breaking in 
but the Mountain Ops conformed to my 

feet. I used them on a number of long 
snowy hikes and ridge walks, and 

my feet were happy and warm 
the whole duration.

$180; eddiebauer.com
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February
Vortex Razor HD 11-33X50 Spotting Scope 

For anyone who ventures far from the beaten path, 
this ultra-light and crisp spotting scope is what 

you’ve been waiting for. 
$999.99; vortexoptics.com
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July/August
Garmin InReach Explorer 
This tiny satellite communication and GPS device is 
a game changer. You can text and receive messages 
from anywhere in the hinterlands—throw in preloaded 
Delorme topo maps, basic weather reports, digital 
compass, barometric altimeter, accelerometer, and all 
sorts of other stu�  I haven’t fi gured out how to use yet. 
Get ready to fall in love again.
$450.00; garmin.com

September
Cabelas Guidewear Advance Parka

This rain jacket has kept me dry during 
expeditions to Kodiak and the Alaska 
Peninsula, not to mention numerous 
rainy days spent guiding bear viewers on 
Admiralty and Chichagof islands. After 
one season of hard use, all parts of the 
jacket seem in good condition.
$399.00; cabelas.com
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November
Cabela’s Guidewear 

XTreme Late Season Parka 
This great all-in-one warm 

parka is specifi cally 
designed for fi shing 
in the coldest of 
conditions. It keeps its 
promise regardless of 
your winter sport 
of choice.
$330; cabelas.com
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October
Black Diamond Alpine FLZ Trekking Poles 
I used these folding poles constantly during 
the last year and was surprised how well they 
held up. Light and packable, they’re a great 
option for making travel on trails and beyond 
more comfortable and safe.
$150.00; blackdiamondequipment.com

Top Gear Picks 
from Alaska Staff 
<< Bjorn Dihle, GEAR EDITOR:
Garmin InReach Explorer 

Susan Sommer, 
EDITOR:
Smatree Smapole 
Q3 Telescoping 
Selfie Stick
I hike often 
with friends in a 
group called Wild 
Women Hiking & 
Backpacking. We’ve 
created trail names 

for each other, including Sailor (she swears like one), 
Pacer (who keeps us on time), Poser (she’s so darn cute 
in pictures), E.B. (after the Energizer Bunny), Doppler (our 
weather expert), and Dash (always out ahead). Mine is 
Selfi e. I was constantly stretching my arm out to take 
selfi es of our group with my cell phone, so one day, out 
of the blue, Nips (our braless hippie) presented me with 
a small, lightweight selfi e stick. Now I don’t leave the 
trailhead without it. ~ $20; smatree.com

Melissa Bradley, ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE:
Joules Right as Rain Coast 
Waterproof Jacket
We’re used to sacrifi cing 
fashion for function here, but 
when my friend suggested 
this coat I doubted it’d be able 
to keep me dry. After a rainy 
sailing summer testing it in 
Resurrection Bay, it feels foolish 
to have ever doubted a brand 
that comes from rainy London. 
I didn’t know a raincoat that’s 
worthy of Alaska storms could 
be so cute. ~ $230; joules.com

Michelle Theall, SENIOR EDITOR:
Salmon Sisters Legacy XTRATUF Boots

I used to hit the trail in hiking boots 
or running shoes, but now I don’t 

go anywhere without my XTRATUF 
boots. They’re great in the mud, good 

for low creek crossings, tundra, and boat 
decks. Plus, I can roll them down and 

have a cool pattern show for 
maximum style points. 

~ $135.00; xtratufboots.com/
page/salmonsisters

<< Alexander Deedy, ASSISTANT EDITOR:
Platypus GravityWorks 4.0L Water Filter System
This is the easiest backcountry fi ltration system I’ve 
ever used. Instead of crouching by the river working 
up a thirst while pumping for minutes, this summer 
I scooped water into a dirty bag, connected the fi lter, 
hung it above the clean bag, and let Newton’s 
brainchild do all the work. ~ $119.95; platy.com
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Avalanche Danger in Alaska
Listen to what the mountain is telling you
BY SAM FRIEDMAN 

IT’S NOT THAT THE DEADLY SLIDE CAME OUT OF NOWHERE. 
Rather, backcountry skiers Erik Peterson and Michael 
Hopper got con� icting signals from the mountain as they 
skied up it. 

On Dec. 6, 2014, Peterson and Hopper took a day trip to the 
Rainbow Ridge area south of Delta Junction. It was a dark 
mid-winter day, with � at light that drained contrast from the 
landscape. � ere’d been a foot of snow in the area a week 
before, and both men were excited to get out for an early 
season ski. Hopper, who owns the nearby Black Rapids Lodge, 
had done the ski route many times before.

As they skied up a valley they heard “whump� ng,” the noise 
of a layer of snow collapsing. � e National Avalanche Center 
describes this sound as “nature screaming in your ear that the 
snowpack is very unstable.” But the party was still climbing a 
gradual incline, and Hopper said they thought the sound 
might have been snow settling into the valley bottom.

� ree hours into the trip, the party was switchbacking up a 
steeper 30-degree-slope when they noticed another danger 
sign, an unstable consistency in the snowpack they hadn’t 
noticed earlier. � ey immediately changed course but not 
long after they heard a “whumpf ” from above them and saw a 
wave of snow sliding towards them.  

� e avalanche buried and killed Erik Petersen and Hopper’s 
dog, Rowdy. It swept Hopper about 300 feet down the slope 
and buried all but his face and right arm. He later said the 
only reason he was able to dig himself out was because he 
managed to hold onto his ski pole and used it to scrape away 
the hard debris. 

Understanding Avalanches
Wendy Wagner, the director of the Chugach National Forest 
Avalanche Information Center in Southcentral, uses the meta-
phor of a multi-layered birthday cake to describe the way 
wind or snowfall creates avalanche conditions. 

“Some layers are very cohesive (the cake) and hold that 
layer together, called ‘strong’ layers. Other layers are non-
cohesive (the icing) and do not hold those layers together, 
called ‘weak’ layers.”

Conditions for a particularly dangerous kind of avalanche, 
called a slab avalanche, form when the cake-like strong layers 
form over the icing-like weak layers on a slope steeper than 
25 degrees.

“Gravity pulling on the snowpack will stress the weak 
layers to the tipping point where just a little more snow or a 
snowmachiner or skier can tip the balance, causing a weak T.
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An avalanche on Mt. Dickey 
in Denali National Park. 

Note the people and their 
tracks just above where the 

slab broke o� .
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layer to fail,” Wagner said. “When the 
weak layer fails the strong layer is no 
longer attached to the slope and slides 
down the mountain like a broken pane  
of glass.” 

Avalanches are part of daily life for 
people who live near mountains. While 
most fatal accidents involve winter 
recreation, slides can hit civilization in 
mountain towns. Two large avalanches 
were reported above Juneau-Douglas 
High School in Alaska’s capital last spring. 
Massive slides can close highways, cutting 
o� Alaska towns like Seward and Valdez 
from the road system. �e state brings in 
big guns—Howitzer artillery pieces—to 
shoot hillsides and trigger avalanches so 
they don’t slide onto the roads and bury 
drivers. But that doesn’t always work. In 
February, a massive and unexpected 
avalanche trapped four trucks on the 
Dalton Highway where it crosses the 
Brooks Range at Atigun Pass.

Predicting Avalanches 
Avalanche forecasts describe the danger 
of avalanches from “low” to “extreme” and 
describe the types of terrain where slides 
are most likely to occur. �ey give people 
a sense of the risks in the mountains 
before they leave home.

�e Alaska Avalanche Information Cen-
ter was created in 2008 because Alaska 
lacked avalanche forecasts despite a state 
law from the 1980s that mandates the 
development of a statewide warning 
system, said Debra McGhan, the organi-
zation’s executive director.

�e state provides some funding for 
avalanche education, but help with 
forecasts hasn’t materialized and isn’t 
likely to during the state’s �scal crisis. 

“�ey’re not doing that, and they don’t 
have any intention of doing that. �ey 
don’t have funding to do that,” she said. 
“We’re the only state in the union that has 
had more than two avalanche deaths and 
yet does not have any kind of state-sup-
ported avalanche system.” 

Since 1950, 150 people have died in 
avalanches in Alaska, according to 
national statistics. Alaska overwhelmingly 
has the most per capita avalanche deaths 
in the United States, McGhan said. 

�e only government-funded avalanche 
forecast in Alaska is the federal govern-
ment’s avalanche center in Chugach 

National Forest. In six other parts of the 
state, the nonpro�t Alaska Avalanche 
Information Center provides forecasts on 
its website alaskasnow.org. �e organiza-
tion tries to model forecasts on national 
standards, but as a mostly-volunteer 
organization, it’s not yet able to meet 
goals like producing daily forecasts 
around the state and employing full-time 
sta�, McGhan said. 

�e 2014 disaster that killed Petersen 
spurred the creation of a new branch of 
the avalanche information center for the 
eastern Alaska Range where he died. 

Surviving Avalanches 
It’s possible to survive an avalanche. 
Classes teach backcountry travelers to try 
to “swim” to the top of an avalanche and 
to use electronic avalanche transceivers 
to �nd anyone buried in debris. 

But in the last decade, educators have 
prioritized avalanche avoidance over 
avalanche rescue, McGhan said. 

“We don’t want people to resort to the 
rescue,” she said. “�e education has 
become more and more about mitigating 
the risk, avoiding the particular zones and 
places that are really prone to �y.” 

Avalanche education can’t prevent all 
deaths. In 2014, Hopper and Peterson both 
had extensive experience but still triggered 
a slide. Still, education can help with the 
most preventable deaths. For example, 
McGhan said she wishes North Pole 
snowmachiner Claire Sundgren had 
known the dangers of parking her machine 
in an avalanche runo� zone. She was killed 
in April 2016 when her boyfriend triggered 
an avalanche above her.  

Avalanche training today also comes 
with some group psychology—advice on 
how to communicate concerns to friends 
who are excited about a day of skiing or 
snowmachining, McGhan said.  

“(People are) going out there without 
thinking about anything besides having 
fun,” she said. “We’re just trying to slow 
people down and say ‘we want you to 
have fun by all means, but we want you to 
be prepared when you go and to better 
look at the terrain and what the snow-
pack is telling us.’” In the end, listening to 
the mountain may save your life. 

Sam Friedman is a freelance writer. He lives 
in Fairbanks.
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Virtual 
Vestiges
Archaeological tool 
maps Arctic remains
BY BREE KESSLER

For about the last � ve years, in 
conjunction with university scientists at 
several sites managed by the National 
Park Service in Alaska, GPR is being used 
to reveal previous unknown items. Kobuk 
Valley National Park, in northwest Alaska 
and 25 miles north of the Arctic Circle, is 
one such site. Humans are believed to 
have inhabited the Kobuk Valley for 
thousands of years, and the Inupiat 
people still live in the region today. 

Previously, researchers identi� ed an 
early contact (19th-century) Inupiat 
village with evidence of limited Euro-
American contact dating to around the 
time of the early 19th-century Euro-
American expeditions in the region. Yet, 
a GPR investigation (along with 

magnetic gradiometry and electromag-
netic induction) of this known site 
revealed visible house pits and village 
features as well as an earlier, deeper 
occupation comprised of many struc-
tures in the permafrost just below it. 
Although the deeper occupation had not 
been tested archaeologically, using 
optically stimulated luminescence 
dating of sediments, researchers think 
the deeper structures are at least several 
centuries older than the early-contact 
Inupiat village and likely were a site of 
considerable occupation.

According to Je�  Rasic, Chief of 
Resources for Gates of the Arctic 
National Park and Preserve and Yukon-
Charley Rivers National Preserve, GPR 

Whale bones that were once part of 
Birnirk-period house structures litter an 
archeological site in Bering Land Bridge 
National Preserve. 

T HE ARCTIC CAN BE AN 
especially challenging place 
for archaeologists whose goal 
is to locate remains without 

damaging the surrounding landscape 
and its artifacts. Historically in Alaska, 
homes were made of wood, earth, and 
sometimes bone. Remnants are often 
fully or partially frozen beneath the 
surface without any indication of what 
is buried below. Instead of disturbing 
the site, which might have features like 
burials that should remain untouched, 
archeologists are increasingly using 
new methods to target a location and 
understand what might be concealed.

Originating in geophysics, the 
ground-penetrating radar (GPR) 
method, which documents informa-
tion about the earth’s subsurface, o� ers 
many advantages for archaeologists. In 
GPR, high frequency electromagnetic 
pulses are sent into the ground and if 
an object is hit, the pulse will bounce 
back to the surface. Depth of the object 
is measured by the elapsed time 
between when the pulse is sent and 
when (or if) it’s received back on the 
surface. A detailed three-dimensional 
depiction of an object’s design and 
dimension can be obtained by placing 
hundreds of antennas in a crisscross 
grid and simultaneously recording 
measurements. 
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“vastly increases what we can see beneath 
the ground, information that is otherwise 
obtainable only through excavation, which 
is very time consuming and destructive. 
Once a site is excavated it can’t be put back 
together. It’s gone forever. So archaeolo-
gists strive to be judicious with excavation. 
GPR and other geophysical techniques 
allow us to learn things without excava-
tion...and they allow us to focus excavation 
on small areas of a site that can most 
e�ciently answer the questions at hand.”

At Cape Espenberg in Bering Land 
Bridge National Preserve, GPR was used 
to further examine a deep Birnirk-period 
house complex with shallower portions of 
the structure positioned in the saturated 
active layer and deeper portions of the 
complex frozen in permafrost. �e Birnirk 
were a prehistoric Inuit culture of Alaska’s 
north coast thought to have existed from 
the 6th to the 12th century, and this 
investigation showed that the design of 
the buried houses may be much more 
intricate than thought from just looking 
at what is visible at the surface. Addition-
ally, also at Bering Land Bridge National 
Preserve, the skeletal remains of a late 
Pleistocene woolly mammoth embedded 
in the bottom of a thermokarst lake—a 
formation that results from the melting  

of ground ice in a region situated under 
permafrost—were successfully mapped 
from the surface of the frozen lake using 
GPR. Researchers found it was very 
di�cult to inventory the remains since 
they were submerged and partially buried, 
but they do think the site may contain a 
complete or largely complete skeleton, 
which is rare for this region.

Climate change in the Arctic has 
increased the rate and scope of thawing 
permafrost—permanent underground ice 
that has held secrets of human habitation 
for centuries. For instance, ancient hunters 
might have lost weapons or tools that then 
were preserved in the permafrost. As the 
permafrost melts, archaeological layers 
become jumbled, making more di�cult 
the task—and art—of research.

Rasic explains, “In the case of thawing 
soils that may be soon lost to erosion, the 
extra e�ciency a�orded by GPR can 
dramatically increase the number of sites 
saved from destruction.” Given its success, 
continued used of this technology will 
assist researchers in further discovering 
ancient sites around Alaska. 

Bree Kessler is a writer and researcher who lives 
with her family in Denali National Park. Find 
out more about her work at breekessler.com.

The tip of Cape Espenberg in Bering 
Land Bridge National Preserve.
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Somewhere over the Alaskan 
wilderness a plane has disappeared
Flight instructor Beri Quinn races against time 
to fi nd her student pilot’s missing plane. The 
stakes are high as she simultaneously battles the 
elements, sabotage and murder. This is a mystery 
for anyone intrigued by the prospect of adventure 
in Alaska. 

Available in print and ebook online and 
wherever books are sold or may be ordered 
from www.writtendreams.com/store.
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�e Antique Auto Mushers of Alaska 
is the state’s oldest and largest club of 
its kind. Its newsletter, originally called 
Car Topics, dates back to the 1960s; 
today’s version is titled Tinkering Times 
and its pages chronicle trip reports, 
member events and stories, historical 
vehicles for sale, and photos of cars and 
their proud owners. AAMA participates 
in the Anchorage Adopt-A-Road project 
each summer, which helps keep the 
roadsides clean.

�e Anchorage Corvette Association 
is a family friendly, no pressure kind of 
group. �ey meet for club business, 
picnics, road trips, and shows. �eir 
online “yearbook” includes photos from 
2001 to today; 2017 events ran the gamut 
from a spring reunion to the Seward Car 
Show to a weekend in Fairbanks.

Members of the 49th State Street 
Rodders, also a family oriented club, like 
to show o� their rides in parades and 
share their knowledge, skills, and 
projects at shows around Alaska. �ey 
welcome all kinds of cars: “Classics, 
Customs, Rods, Relics or Rustbuckets (or 
somewhere in between).” �e point is to 
have fun and meet other car enthusiasts.

Other groups include the Vernon L. 
Nash Antique Auto Club of Fairbanks; 
the Valley Cruzers, a driving and dining 
club; and Arctic Air-Cooled VWs (don’t 
miss their annual poker run). 

Whether your taste in cars runs old 
or new, Alaska welcomes you into the 
fold. Join a club or visit a show—you’ll 
be glad you did. 

Jason Mueller is an entrepreneur who  
loves to travel the world. He is a classic  
car enthusiast and enjoys road trips in  
his ‘69 Chevy C10. TO
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This 1916 Model T, pictured in 
Kennicott on July 16, 2017, belongs 
to Bill and Joyce Chace of North Pole, 
who are members of the Antique 
Auto Mushers of Alaska. The car was 
originally part of the Gibson Company 
that provided transportation between 
Fairbanks, Chitina, and Valdez. 

Car  
Collectors 
Alaska auto clubs  
and shows
BY JASON MUELLER

ANNUAL CAR SHOWS:

June
Fairbanks–Carlson Center Show

July
Sutton–Valley Trash Show
Eagle River–Bear Paw Show

August
Anchorage–Jay Ofsthun  
Show-n-Shine 
Palmer–Hot Summer Nights

September
Anchorage–Dimond Center Show
Seward–Eddy’s Auto Maintenance 
Classic and Hot Rod Show
Eagle River–Alaska 
Custom Car and Cycle Show
Juneau–Classic Car Show
Ketchikan–Annual Plaza Car Show

ALASKA IS HOME TO A THRIVING  
community of antique and specialty 
car enthusiasts as well as numerous 

car shows. Several clubs, including the 
Midnight Sun Street Rod Association, 
Antique Auto Mushers of Alaska, Anchor-
age Corvette Association, and the 49th 
State Street Rodders, gather regularly to 
share information, show o� their restora-
tions, and caravan to scenic destinations. 
Some clubs are non-pro�t or spend time 
raising funds for local charities.

�e largest car show in the state is the 
Jay Ofsthun Memorial Show and Shine 
each August on the Delaney Park Strip in 
downtown Anchorage. Started in 1979 by 
Ed Park of the Midnight Sun Street Rod 
Association and Jay Ofsthun of the Antique 
Auto Mushers, the gathering is free to 
attend and does not include any awards—
it’s simply a fun day with cars. Participants 
and visitors come from across Alaska, 
Canada, and the Lower 48. 
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Bears in Close
Proximity
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A mother bear named North Shore (by Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game) and her yearling cubs dig for clams during low tide in front of 
the McNeil River campsite o�  Kamishak Bay on the Alaska Peninsula.

A photo essay by Michelle Theall

The Alaska trifecta 
for bear-viewing 

vacations
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I could’ve gone to Turks and Caicos on an 
all-expenses-paid press trip with my 

family. � e retreat promised a 12-mile stretch 
of white sand beach, tropical cocktails, spa 
treatments, and a spacious villa. I turned it 
down. I’d applied for and won a lottery slot at 
McNeil River State Game Sanctuary in Alaska 
on the same dates. � ere was really no 
contest. On my own dime, I chose a di� erent 
kind of beach vacation, one where I’d sleep in 
a tent, purify my drinking water, eat reconsti-
tuted eggs and bacon out of a bag, slather 
myself in toxic DEET to discourage dense 
swarms of mosquitoes, trudge � ve miles a 
day in hip waders carrying 40 pounds of cam-
era gear, use an outhouse, and be surrounded 
by grizzlies twenty-four-seven. In other 
words, I’d be in heaven.

If Alaska bear-viewing is on your bucket list, 
skip to the chase and � y out to bear country: 
McNeil, Katmai, or Lake Clark. All three 
destinations sit on the Alaska Peninsula amid 
volcanoes and driftwood shores, but each 
o� ers a di� erent experience.

McNeil River is the only place in Alaska 
that o� ers wildlife viewers, biologists, and 
photographers a unique and private setting 
where just 10 visitors are allowed per day. 
Other viewing areas like Katmai and Lake 
Clark have a similar track record of safety 
and opportunity, but you’ll � nd more people 
there. At Brooks Falls in Katmai, visitors may 
feel like they’re standing in line waiting for a 
table at a restaurant, as rangers with clip-
boards take names for a one-hour turn on 
the platform. � e reason for its popularity: A 
day-trip from Anchorage allows visitors the 
chance to see 20 or more bears perch atop a 
huge waterfall, mouths wide open, as salmon 
jump from below. In contrast, coastal areas of 
Katmai, including Hallo Bay, provide a more 
intimate experience, though you’ll be 
roughing it if you do an overnight excursion. 
And while ATVs transport visitors to the 
beaches around Lake Clark (making the trip 
seem less earned and more scripted) it’s one 
of the few places you can get four-star 
accommodations and gourmet meals.

Regardless of your preference, you can’t go 
wrong in any of the three locations. My recom-
mendation: Bring a big lens and a ton of 
memory cards. Paradise awaits.

AKMMG_171200_FEAPhoto2.indd   65 10/9/17   3:31 PM



66 ALASKAMAGAZINE.COM DECEMBER/JANUARY 2018

 Ray Pohl from ADF&G explains to visitors that 
airhorns may be kept inside tents to ward o�  bears 
wandering into camp. Two blasts signal the need 
for assistance. He adds that the horns have never 
been used, except on accident when a guest rolled 
over one in his sleep and set it o� .

 This sow made her way down the beach while 
we waited for our fl oatplane to depart for home. 
Mount Augustine provided the perfect backdrop 
for her send-o� .

McNeil RiverMcNeil RiverMcNeil River
Most wildlife photographers—myself included—salivate at 

the mere mention of McNeil, where the bears have never 
been hunted or fed (intentionally or accidentally). � ey don’t 
see humans as a food source or competition for food, territory, 
or a mate. � ey’re still wild animals, yet the 600-pound, 
carnivorous brown bears at McNeil walk right by bipeds with 
little more than a sni�  or a glance. � e bears aren’t trained; 
instead, the humans are.

Because human behavior is less predictable than bear behavior, 
ADF&G instituted a lottery system to keep the number of 
visitors to 10 people per day—no exceptions. One of the reasons 
the sanctuary has remained undeveloped for 50 years—with 
bears and humans interacting in manageable and predictable 
ways—is because of this system.

� e McNeil River campground encompasses a mere two-acre 
footprint inside the boundaries of the 120,000-acre refuge. 
Within that two-acre footprint, the camp o� ers a cook shack, 
pond-fed sauna, 14 primitive tent sites, two ADF&G cabins 
housing three guides, a food and garbage cache, and three 
pit-toilet outhouses. In a rare stroke of luck, our group enjoyed 
an unprecedented four-day stay without rain, and at times, with 
sun so bright the photographers complained about harsh light.
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 A large male displaces a younger 
bear from the canyon above the upper 
falls fishing hole at Mikfit Creek.
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T hanks to photographer Tom Mangelsen, one of the most famous places to 
view grizzlies is Brooks Falls in Katmai. Short hikes lead to gated platforms 

where large numbers of bears �sh for salmon. Brooks Lodge provides basic 
overnight accommodations for guests, though they book up years in advance. 
O� the Shelikof Strait, visitors will �nd isolated beaches on day trips, or may 
choose to spend a few nights hosted by Hallo Bay Bear Camp, enclosed by an 
electric fence to deter bears, with food, tents, and guiding provided.

 An aerial view of the caldera of 
Mount Katmai. The three-mile-

diameter lake formed during the  
1912 Novarupta explosion.

 Wolves fish the beaches around 
Hallo Bay along with bears. This grey 

wolf sauntered up the beach and 
approached visitors within 10 yards 

before continuing to the water’s edge.
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KatmaiKatmai

 This bear preferred to catch fi sh as they pooled below 
Brooks Falls. All bears use di� erent techniques to snag 
fi sh. On this day, the fi sh all but leapt onto their claws. 
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One of the best places to see bears in Lake Clark National 
Park is in the Silver Salmon Creek area. Bears stroll the 

beaches from sunrise to sunset and munch on sedge grasses with 
Mount Iliamna behind them. � e mixed and accessible terrain 
allows for a variety of settings and backdrops from beach to river 
and meadow to forest. Plus, Silver Salmon Creek Lodge o� ers 
modern amenities lacking from most of the other destinations.

Lake Clark

 Silver Salmon Creek Lodge guide 
Megan Daniels rests on her ATV while 
waiting for our fl oatplane to depart.
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 A mama bear with spring cubs silhouetted against the sunset. 

 This mischievous cub kept wandering o�  from his mom and brother, 
intent on gaining a bit of independence. He popped out in the grass 
behind us while his family continued clamming.
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 Horned and tufted 
pu�ns gather at 
an island rookery 

near Lake Clark. 
Photographing them 

in flight takes a bit of 
practice. The minute 

you focus on one, 
another flies over your 

head or brushes a 
wing against your ear.
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 A mama bear nurses her three cubs in the rain during 
an intimate moment shared with our group on the shore.
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Alaska: The name alone evokes images of grandeur and adventure. 
Bald eagles soaring high in the sky. Mountain peaks 
stretching taller than any others in North America. Grizzly 

bears � shing in salmon-choked streams. Icy glaciers spilling into the sea. Stampeders 
testing the limits of human endurance. Only in one U.S. state can you � nd all this and more.

Alaska is a place that everyone should see in their lifetime, its majesty so far removed from 
the ordinariness of everyday life that it changes all who witness it. Even today in the 21st 
century Alaska remains what the Aleuts called “The Great Land,” still untamed yet not 
untouched by the modern world Outside. It has a peculiar draw for the American spirit. 
Come see for yourself, and discover your inner explorer!  >>

Make your Alaska dream a reality
Travel  Planner
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By M.T. Schwartzman

The Riverboat Discovery sternwheeler 
and a fl oat plane use the Chena River in 

Fairbanks to show visitors their town. 
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Southeast
Southeast (also known as the Panhandle or Inside Passage) is 
the most visited part of Alaska. Here lie the Tongass—the biggest 
national forest in the United States—and the tidewater glaciers of 
Glacier Bay. Nearby Juneau is the only state capital inaccessible by 
road. Sitka was once the capital of Russian Alaska, while 
Ketchikan bills itself as the “Salmon Capital of the World.” At the 
northern end of the Inside Passage, Skagway was the jumping o�  
point to the Klondike gold� elds more than a century ago.

Don’t Miss
Glaciers: Glacier Bay, Tracy Arm, LeConte Bay, Yakutat Bay
Totem Poles: Ketchikan, Juneau, Sitka, Wrangell, Metlakatla
Pioneer History: Gold Rush Cemetery (Skagway), St. Michael’s 
Cathedral/Russian Bishop’s House (Sitka)
Bears: Admiralty Island, Anan Creek
Whale Watching: Point Adolphus/Icy Strait
Eagle Viewing: Chilkat Bald Eagle Preserve, Raptor Center (Sitka)
Salmon Fishing: Ketchikan

Southcentral 
Southcentral vies with Southeast in its popularity among 
visitors. It is home to Anchorage, Alaska’s largest city, with its 
vibrant downtown of high-rise hotels and something-for-
everyone souvenir shops. The seaplane base at Lake Hood, 
adjacent to the international airport, is the busiest in the world. 
North of Anchorage lies the Mat-Su Valley, Alaska’s breadbasket, 
whose main communities include Palmer and Wasilla. South of 
Anchorage is the Kenai Peninsula, with places of interest 
including the artists’ community of Homer, the ski-resort town of 
Girdwood, and the port cities of Whittier and Seward—gateways 
to Prince William Sound. 

Don’t Miss
Glaciers: Kenai Fjords, Wrangell-St. Elias, Mat-Su Valley, Portage
Moose: Kenai Wildlife Refuge
Salmon Fishing: Kenai River
Halibut Fishing: Homer
Eagle Viewing/Bird Watching: Kenai National Wildlife Refuge, 
Homer Spit, Resurrection Bay
Whale Watching: Prince William Sound, Cook Inlet
Marine Life: Alaska SeaLife Center (Seward)

LAY OF THE LAND
Divide Alaska into � ve geographic regions—Southeast, Southcentral, Interior, Southwest, 
and the Far North—and discover the unique features and opportunities in each. 
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and the Far North—and discover the unique features and opportunities in each. 

AKMMG_171200_FEA12.indd   74 10/9/17   2:54 PM



DECEMBER/JANUARY 2018 ALASKA  75

The Interior 
The Interior is where you’ll � nd Denali, “The High One”—
at 20,310 feet the tallest peak in North America—and a six-
million-acre national park that bears its name, home to Dall 
sheep, grizzlies, and wolves. Lesser known is Denali State Park, 
where the alpine meadows and stunning views of the Alaska 
Range are a photographers’ dream. Fairbanks, Alaska’s second-
largest city, is the hub of the Interior and northern terminus of 
the Alaska Railroad. With its long, clear winter nights, Fairbanks 
is one of the best places on earth to witness the northern lights.

Don’t Miss
Bears: Denali Park
Musk Ox: Large Animal Research Station (Fairbanks)
Northern Lights: Fairbanks, Chena Hot Springs
Ice Sculpting: Fairbanks

Southwest 
Southwest Alaska ranks among the state’s 
most pristine regions, renowned for its sport 
� shing opportunities in Bristol Bay. Kodiak, famous for 
its giant brown bears, was the site of the � rst permanent 
Russian colonial settlement in Alaska and holds the distinction 
of being the second-largest island in the nation. More islands 
stretch west from the tip of the Alaska Peninsula in an 
archipelago across the Paci� c. Known as the Aleutians, these 
were invaded during World War II.

Don’t Miss
Bears: Kodiak, Katmai, McNeil River, Lake Clark
Salmon Fishing: Bristol Bay
Bird Watching: Pribilof Islands

The Far North 
The Far North, which includes land both above and below the 
Arctic Circle, is the end of the road—literally. Those intrepid 
enough to drive the famed Dalton Highway make their way past 
the sprawling Gates of the Arctic National Park and Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge, over the Brooks Range, and to the edge 
of the Prudhoe Bay oil� elds. Also on the shores of the Arctic 
Ocean is Utqiagvik, the northernmost community in the United 
States. Just above the Bering Strait lies the remote Native 
community of Kotzebue, while just below the strait sits Nome, 
where the gold-rush era found its � nal resting place in the eerie 
“Last Train to Nowhere.”

Don’t Miss
Caribou: Arctic Wildlife Refuge, Kobuk Valley
Polar Bears: Point Barrow, Kaktovik 
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[Left] Tongass Narrows and downtown Ketchikan 
on Revillagigedo Island in Southeast.

Southwest 
Southwest Alaska ranks among the state’s 
most pristine regions, renowned for its sport 
� shing opportunities in Bristol Bay. Kodiak, famous for 
its giant brown bears, was the site of the � rst permanent 
Russian colonial settlement in Alaska and holds the distinction 
of being the second-largest island in the nation. More islands 
stretch west from the tip of the Alaska Peninsula in an 
archipelago across the Paci� c. Known as the Aleutians, these 
were invaded during World War II.
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Hot Trends
Bite o� plenty to chew with Alaska’s FOODIE TOURS. Try local 
seafood on a seaside downtown walking tour with Juneau Food 
Tours (juneaufoodtours.com). Informal, fun progressive dinners 
with stops at multiple restaurants is the name of the game with 
Anchorage Culinary Tours (anchorageculinarytours.com). Learn 
about Alaska’s food system and specialties right from the 
sources—farmers—on an Alaska Farm Tours (alaskafarmtours.
com) outing in the fertile Matanuska Valley. For a mouthwatering 
o�-the-beaten-path experience, sign up for cooking classes held 
inside a re-purposed crabbing boat at Tutka Bay Lodge (within-
thewild.com/lodges/tutka-bay) near Homer.

ZIPLINE around Alaska at multiple locations. See spectacular 
views of “the mountain” with Denali Zipline Tours in Talkeetna 
(denaliziplinetours.com). At their sister company in Seward, 
Stoney Creek Canopy Adventures (stoneycreekca.com), glide with 
resident eagles. Whip down a rainforest mountainside in Juneau 
with Alaska Zipline Adventures (alaskazip.com). Ride the fastest 
zipline in Alaska at the Matanuska Glacier with Mica Guides 
(micaguides.com).

Bundle up and enjoy a SNOWMACHINE TOUR to see the real 
Alaska during winter. Anchorage-based Salmonberry Tours 
(salmonberrytours.com) is an expert in custom adventures; rest 
assured you’ll be in good hands while you motor over sparkling 
snow to places inaccessible until frozen. No experience is needed 
to hop on and steer your own sled with Glacier City Snowmobile 
Tours (snowtours.net) in the Chugach Mountains near Girdwood. 
The crew at Fairbanks Snowmobile Tours (fairbankssnowmobile-
tours.com) will take you on the trip of a lifetime—choices include 
aurora viewing, winter camping, and ice �shing.

ACTIVITIES
Alaska has you covered, no matter what  
your interests. It o�ers the hottest travel 
trends like foodie tours and ziplining as well 
as tried-and-true activities such as wildlife 
viewing and �ightseeing.

[TOP] A black bear catches dinner 
in a Prince William Sound stream.

[BOTTOM] Anglers fish for red 
salmon on the Brooks River in 
Katmai National Park.
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Tried-and-True Must Do
WILDLIFE VIEWING opportunities abound on the land, in the air, and at sea. 
Some of the best locations include Denali National Park for large land mam-
mals, the Aleutians for birds, and Prince William Sound for marine life. Once 
you know what region of Alaska you’ll visit, the best way to decide on which 
wildlife tour operator to choose is by talking to those in the know: Visitor center 
sta�  (see “Planning Resources,” page 83). No matter where you go or what 
animals you hope to see, remember that safety—for people and wildlife—is the 
number one priority. (See also “Wildlife-Viewing Tour Advice” on page 38.)

Celebrate Alaska’s colorful past through LIVING HISTORY operators such as 
the Skagway Street Car Company (skagwaystreetcar.com) and at Pioneer Park 
(pioneerpark.us) in Fairbanks. Indoor attractions that bring alive historical 
Alaska abound, too, like the newly expanded Anchorage Museum (anchorage-
museum.org), the unique Hammer Museum (hammermuseum.org) in Haines, 
and the Native-oriented Sheldon Jackson Museum (museums.alaska.gov/
sheldon_jackson) in Sitka.

FLIGHTSEEING by helicopter or � xed-wing aircra�  should be on anyone’s to-do 
list in Alaska. Helicopter � ightseeing a� ords the opportunity to land on the 
Mendenhall Glacier and walk on its icy surface. You can even taste the mineral 
water running o�  from the melting glacial ice. Fixed-wing � ightseeing allows 
close-up encounters with Denali or a bird’s-eye view of the thousands of brown 
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bears that inhabit Katmai National Park. Anchorage-based Rust’s 
Flying Service (�yrusts.com) o�ers a range of glacier-viewing, 
bear-viewing, and �y-in  shing tours to destinations in Southcentral, 
Interior, and Southwest. In the Southeast, Temsco Helicopters 
(temscoair.com) and Era (eragroupinc.com) o�er glacier tours.

DAY CRUISES bring you face-to-face with tidewater glaciers 
�owing into the sea. Among the most active and accessible are the 
twin Sawyer Glaciers of Tracy Arm �ord, located about 40 miles 
south of Juneau. When the glaciers calve, massive chunks of ice as 
big as buildings break o�, thundering and crashing, rocking tour 
boats in their wake. The tidewater glaciers of Kenai Fjords National 
Park are best seen on a boat tour from Seward. Full-day tours 
venture into Prince William Sound, while half-day tours stay within 
the protected waters of Resurrection Bay, home to numerous bird 
rookeries. Major Marine Tours (majormarine.com) and Kenai Fjords 
Tours (kenaiords.com) feature park service rangers.

DOG MUSHING is as old as the hills, but for those who’ve never 
tried it it’s the thrill of a lifetime. Visit a kennel and you might even 
get puppy kisses. Try a day or overnight camping tour with Knik 
River Lodge (knikriverlodge.com), meet canine and human champs 
at Seavey’s Iditaride (ididaride.com), and mush on a glacier with 
Alpine Air Alaska (alpineairalaska.com) or Seward Helicopter Tours 
(sewardhelicopters.com).

ACTIVITIES

[TOP] Hikers trek across the crevasse-filled 
Matanuska Glacier, which flows out of the 
Chugach mountains in Southcentral.

[BOTTOM] Mitch Seavey’s team leaves 
the starting gate in Anchorage at the 
ceremonial start of the 2014 Iditarod  
Trail Sled Dog Race.
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Commune with nature while 
HIKING and BIKING. Anchorage 
and its environs have an 
outstanding system of urban 
trails for biking and walking. 
Among the most popular is the 
Tony Knowles Coastal Trail, an 
11-mile urban greenway that 
borders Cook Inlet and runs from 
downtown to Kincaid Park. Here 
you can truly appreciate the 
stunning setting of Alaska’s 
largest city, with mountains 
visible in every direction. Wildlife 
sightings are commonplace, and 
at Earthquake Park, you can view 
damage wrought by the Good Friday Earthquake of 1964. At 9.2 on 
the Richter scale, it’s still the strongest temblor ever recorded in 
North America. Excellent trail descriptions can be found at Alaska 
Hike Search (alaskahikesearch.com); many of the trails listed are 
multi-use, and o�er challenging mountain and fat tire biking 
opportunities. Singletracks (singletracks.com) lists nearly 50 
mountain biking trails around Alaska.

FISHING is one of Alaska’s most exciting and popular pastimes. 
As with wildlife viewing, your best bet for choosing a �shing 

charter operator is to contact the local or regional visitor or 
information centers for recommendations. You’ll easily �nd the 
right guide for blue- or salt-water �shing. For example, a non-
motorized boat trip through the Kenai National Wildlife Refuge led 
by a guide from the Great Alaska Adventure Lodge (greatalaska.
com) promises the thrill of �shing for trout, which can put on quite 
a show. You’ll �nd friendly service on a halibut charter with J&J 
Smart Charters (smartcharters.com) out of Ninilchik. For rules and 
regulations on Alaska’s myriad �sheries, visit the Alaska Depart-
ment of Fish and Game at adfg.alaska.gov. 

January: Alaska Beer Week, statewide. Celebrates 
cra� beer at nearly 30 local breweries. 

February: Fur Rendezvous, Anchorage. Marks winter 
with unique events like snowshoe so�ball.

March: Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race, Anchorage to 
Nome. Billed as “The Last Great Race on Earth®.” 

April: Alyeska Spring Carnival, Girdwood. Features 
competitions, parties, music, and more. 

May: Little Norway Festival, Petersburg. Honors the 
town’s Scandinavian heritage.

June: Midnight Sun Baseball Game, Fairbanks. Played 
at 10:30 p.m. without the need for lights. 

July: Mount Marathon Race, Seward. Draws 
thousands of onlookers every July 4th.

August: Alaska State Fair, Palmer. Exhibits giant 
vegetables grown under the midnight sun.

September: Great Bathtub Race, Nome. Pits teams 
in a dash down Front Street every Labor Day.

October: Alaska Day, Sitka. Commemorates the 
transfer of Alaska to U.S. rule in 1867.

November: Bald Eagle Festival, Haines. Coincides 
with the annual Gathering of the Eagles. 

December: Anchorage International Film Festival, 
Anchorage. Puts the spotlight on independent 
�lmmaking in Alaska.

FOUR-SEASON DESTINATION
Alaska is truly a year-round destination with a full calendar of special events celebrating whales, eagles, 
jazz, folk music, cra� beer, �lmmaking, and more. Log on to travelalaska.com for complete listings.
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[RIGHT] Inupiat drummers 
from the coastal village of 

Wainwright perform at the 
World Eskimo Indian Olympics 

held annually in Fairbanks.
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GETTING AROUND
Alaska has one “hometown” 
airline—Alaska Airlines 
(alaskaair.com)—operating 
jet service to every major 
Alaska community. 
Numerous charter and 
commuter airlines serve 
smaller villages and the 
Bush; o�entimes, these 
carriers are the only way to 
get where you want to go. 
Alaska Seaplanes 
(�yalaskaseaplanes.com), 
for example, o ers service 
from its hub in Juneau to 
communities throughout 
Southeast Alaska, where 
there are virtually no roads. 
There also are two 
railroads—the state-run 
Alaska Railroad 
(alaskarailroad.com), which 
operates between Seward 
and Fairbanks, and the 
White Pass & Yukon Route 
(wpyr.com) from Skagway 
to Whitehorse, Canada, via 
Fraser. Keep in mind the 
railroads aren’t just for 
getting from here to there; 
they also o er excursions 
for day-trippers.
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[LEFT] The Dalton Highway, 
commonly called the Haul Road, 
has few traveler services.
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More than half of Alaska’s summertime 
visitors take a cruise. The state’s two 
biggest cruise lines—Princess Cruises 
(princess.com) and Holland America Line 
(hollandamerica.com)—depart from a wide 
range of ports including Los Angeles, San 
Francisco, Seattle, Vancouver, Seward, and 
Whittier. Itineraries typically sail the Inside 
Passage roundtrip or one-way across the 
Gulf of Alaska. These cruise lines also are 
Alaska’s biggest tour operators, with a 
network of hotels, wilderness lodges, 
motor coaches, and railcars.

One of the best ways to get around Alaska is aboard the 
ferries of the Alaska Marine Highway System (dot.state.ak.us/
amhs). This is the way Alaskans themselves get around, and 
chances are you’ll get to meet some residents. You can take the 
ferry the full thousand-mile length of the Inside Passage from 
Seattle to Skagway, and then continue farther north by road or 
the WP&YR. Or you can cross the Gulf of Alaska aboard the 
Marine Highway, continuing all the way to Dutch Harbor at the 
end of the Aleutians.

Another option is to rent a car in Anchorage and hit the road. 
Several national agencies including Avis and Hertz have 
locations at the Ted Stevens Anchorage International Airport. 
The Seward Highway, a National Scenic Byway and All-Ameri-
can Road, stretches south from Anchorage to its terminus in 
Seward. From here you can take a ferry across Prince William 
Sound to Valdez, and then follow the Richardson and Glenn 
highways past valley glaciers and small towns in the Mat-Su 
Valley, before returning to Anchorage for a scenic roundtrip 
itinerary of more than 500 miles.
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[RIGHT] The iconic Nagley’s 
Store in Talkeetna.

[BOTTOM] The Chena River 
winds through Fairbanks.
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Juneau
Uniquely Alaskan lodging includes the Art Deco-inspired Baranof Hotel, a 
Juneau landmark since 1939. The Baranof is owned by Westmark Hotels (west-
markhotels.com), the state’s largest chain with properties in eight communi-
ties throughout Alaska and the Canadian Yukon. Accommodations of a more 
intimate nature can be found at Pearson’s Pond Luxury Inn & Adventure Spa 
(pearsonspond.com). The setting is truly serene, surrounded by a rainforest 
garden with Asian-inspired landscaping. Amenities include complimentary 
bike rentals and a pond for boating. 

Anchorage
The Hotel Captain Cook (captaincook.com) has been an Anchorage feature for 
over half a century, offering 546 luxury rooms with views of downtown, the 
Chugach Mountains, or Cook Inlet. Stunning vistas can also be had in the 
hotel’s Crow’s Nest restaurant, perched 20 stories high.

REST YOUR WEARY HEAD
While every region o�ers an array of accommodations, 
we’ll recommend a few just to get you started. Check 
visitor center websites for hundreds more options.
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A statue of Capt. James Cook overlooks 
Cook Inlet in downtown Anchorage. 
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Ketchikan
The rustic Cape Fox Lodge (capefoxlodge.com) is situated 
on a hillside above downtown and has its own funicular for 
a scenic ride to colorful Creek Street. The hotel grounds are 
appointed with Native-inspired artwork and specially 
commissioned totem poles from Nathan Jackson and Lee 
Wallace, two of Alaska’s best-known Tlingit artists.

Talkeetna
The Talkeetna Alaskan Lodge (talkeetnalodge.com) just off 
the Parks Highway between Anchorage and Denali has 
stunning views of the mountain, just 60 miles away. Almost 
as impressive is the 46-foot river-rock fireplace inside the 
lobby. Its location offers easy access to town for flightsee-
ing or just soaking up the frontier atmosphere. 

Utqiagvik
The aptly named Top of the World Hotel (tundratoursinc.
com) provides simple yet comfortable accommodations for 
those who venture as far north as Utqiagvik. Tours to local 
Inupiat sights of interest leave from the hotel. Or you can 
earn your Polar Bear Plunge Certificate—it’s just a tenth of 
a mile to the shore of the Arctic Ocean. 

M.T. Schwartzman has covered Alaska’s tourism industry for more 
than 25 years. He’s written hundreds of magazine articles on the state 
and edited several guidebooks.

PLANNING  
RESOURCES
Start planning your dream trip to Alaska 
online. Once in Alaska, you’ll want to seek 
out visitor centers for on-the-spot advice 
and more visitor materials. And before you 
arrive, reading about Alaska will help you 
prepare for your trip.

Handy Websites
Alaska magazine, alaskamagazine.com

The Milepost, themilepost.com

State of Alaska, travelalaska.com

Visit Anchorage, anchorage.net

Explore Fairbanks, explorefairbanks.com

Travel Juneau, traveljuneau.com

The Kenai—Alaska’s Playground,  
kenaipeninsula.org

Valdez Convention & Visitors Bureau,  
valdezalaska.org

Denali Chamber of Commerce,  
denalichamber.com

National Park Service, nps.gov

U.S. Forest Service, fs.fed.us

Public lands information centers,  
alaskacenters.gov

Recommended Reading
John Muir, Travels in Alaska

John McPhee, Coming into the Country

Nick Jans, A Wolf Called Romeo

Seth Kantner,  Shopping for Porcupine:  
A Life in Arctic Alaska

Heather Lende, If You Lived Here I’d Know 
Your Name: News from Small-Town Alaska

Sherry Simpson, Dominion of Bears: Living 
with Wildlife in Alaska

Young moose feed next to the Anchorage airport.

AKMMG_171200_FEA12.indd   83 10/9/17   2:55 PM



84 ALASKAMAGAZINE.COM DECEMBER/JANUARY 2018

CO
U

R
TE

SY
 O

F 
SU

SA
N

 S
O

M
M

ER

Denali as seen from Kesugi 
Ridge in Denali State Park.

Fairbanks and Interior Alaska
Adventure for all ages

OK, OK, THAT’S FAR ENOUGH!” I HOLLER AFTER MY 
daughter and her cousin, who have decided now 

is a good time for a foot race. I can hardly blame them; we’re at 
the aptly named Wonder Lake in Denali National Park, staring 
up at the Great One. In just the last few hours, we’ve seen 
caribou, a wolf, a brown bear, and a moose. Invigorating is an 
understatement, and part of me wants to take o� running too.

When my brother told me last year he was bringing his family up for a visit,  
I knew immediately we would head north, into interior Alaska. I’ll never be 
able to choose a favorite Alaska destination, but it’s hard to beat this. Our time 
in Denali was spent white-water rafting and soaring above the trees on a 
zipline. After today we’re heading to Fairbanks for a few days of hiking, a river 
boat excursion, and museum exploration.

Of course, we’ll also make the requisite stop gold panning. I still smile every 
time I �nd a few �akes amid the swirling slurry of earth, so I know my nephew 
will love it. But no matter how much precious metal I pull from the dirt this 
time, I doubt it’s possible to feel richer than I do now, surrounded by loved 
ones and the grandeur of the Last Frontier. 

Explore Fairbanks
Located downtown, Explore Fairbanks 
has knowledgeable and friendly sta� 
ready to answer your questions about 
planning a trip to Fairbanks or Interior 
Alaska. �ey o�er racks of informative 
brochures, world-class exhibits, daily 
�lms, Wi-Fi, and internet access. 
800-327-5774, explorefairbanks.com

Fairbanks Children’s Museum
Kids and grown-ups alike will love the 
Fairbanks Children’s Museum. It 
inspires and connects families through 
discovery and the power of play. With 
interactive exhibits, educational 
programs, and a warm and friendly 
environment, the museum engages 
young children (and their adults) to 
learn about the world! 907-374-6873, 
fairbankschildrensmuseum.com

“
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An AA/EO employer and educational institution.

907 Yukon Drive • Fairbanks, AK 99775

Open year-round
on the UAF Campus. 

FREE!

Cultural and Visitors Center
• Visitor information 

and trip planning
• Explore world-class 

exhibits of Alaska’s 
four seasons

• Experience Alaska 
Native art, music, 
stories & dance

• Natural & cultural 
history films

Cultural and Visitors Center

101 Dunkel Street • 907.459.3700 • morristhompsoncenter.org • Open 7 days a week • 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

st1  Stop for Fairbanks Information
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Friends of Creamer’s Field  
Wildlife Refuge & Visitor Center
A visit to the Friends of Creamer’s Field 
Wildlife Refuge & Visitor Center is a must 
while in Fairbanks. �e visitor center is 
open daily in summer from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Winter hours (September 31 through 
May 31) are Saturdays from noon to 4 
p.m. �e �elds and trails are open 

year-round. Take a free guided nature 
walk and check the website for additional 
events. 907-452-5162, creamers�eld.org

Hampton Inn & Suites Fairbanks
Come stay with the friendliest sta� in 
town and experience interior Alaska at 
Hampton Inn & Suites Fairbanks. Here, 
you are family. From dog mushing, to the 

aurora borealis, to the midnight sun of 
summer, we can help you see it all 
(seasonally, of course). Feel the 
Hamptonality! 907-451-1502,  
Email: faiak_hampton_suites@hilton.com

Alaska International Senior Games
�e 2018 Alaska International Senior 
Games will be held August 10-19 in 
Fairbanks. Participants from 50 to 101 
years come from all around the world to 
compete in everything from horseshoes 
to bocce, track and �eld to swimming, 
mini golf to disc golf. Ten days of activities 
that the casual athlete and serious 
competitor alike can enjoy.  
907-978-2388, alaskaisg.org

Morris Thompson  
Cultural and Visitors Center
Once armed with information, have a 
look around the Morris �ompson 
Cultural and Visitors Center. Enjoy Alaska 

A Fairbanksan shows o� 
traditional Native wear 
at the World Eskimo-
Indian Olympics.
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Friendly service, clean rooms, and comfortable surroundings.
That’s our promise and your guarantee. That’s 100% Hampton.

433 Harold Bentley Ave.
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701

907.451.1502
www.fairbankssuites.hamptoninn.com

Free, freshly baked, hot breakfast every day.• 
Free High Speed Internet Access (wired and wireless) in rooms and • 
public areas.
Microwave and refrigerator in every room.• 
Complimentary Airport Shuttle between hotel and the airport or train • 
station.
Indoor pool and hot tub.• 
On-site fitness center.• 
Convenient location with easy access to shopping, dining, and • 
downtown business district.

We love having you here!!!

Established in 1995, Black Diamond Resort is still 
run by the original local family. We have fun for 
the entire family, offering:

ATV Tours
Side by Side Adventure

Alaskan Tundra Golf Course
Beautiful Restaurant

Draft Horse Drawn Covered Wagon Tour 
with Backcountry Dining

Black Diamond Resort

(907) 683-4653 | blackdiamondtourco.com
Open 7 days a week, 7 AM to Midnight, Mid-May to Mid-September

Free Transportation

Creamer’s Field Wildlife Refuge
& VISITOR CENTER

Visitor Center Hours: Summer:Daily 9:30-5pm
Winter:Saturday Noon-4pm

Free Guided Walks June-August, Mon-Sat 10am
Sept-Nov & Mar-May, T/� at noon

Trails open year round. Events throughout the year.
 1300 College Road  Fairbanks, AK 

907-452-5162

2016 Sandhill 
Crane  Festival
Aug. 26th-28th

ks, AK ks, AK 

2018 Sandhill 
Crane Festival 
August 24-26

AKMMG_171200_078-087.indd   86 10/10/17   1:02:46 PM
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Native art, music, stories, and dance. Free 
world-class exhibits tell the story of life in 
interior Alaska. Wave to family around 
the world on the antler arch webcam. 
Free �lms, Wi-Fi, and parking.  
907-459-3700, morristhmpsoncenter.org

University of Alaska  
Museum of the North
At the University of Alaska Museum of the 
North, you’ll discover fascinating stories 
about Alaska’s people, places, and wildlife. 
It’s your best introduction to this vast and 

diverse state, featuring millions of years of 
biological diversity and thousands of 
years of cultural traditions in the North. 
907-474-7505, uaf.edu/museum

Riverboat Discovery & Gold Dredge 8
Learn about Alaska life on a stern-wheeler 
aboard the Riverboat Discovery & Gold 
Dredge 8. You will see a bush �oatplane 
demonstration, learn about dog mushing, 
and stop ashore at the Chena Athabascan 
Indian Village where Alaska Natives share 
their culture. It’s more than just a boat 

ride! 907-479-6673 or 866-479-6673, 
riverboatdiscovery.com

Rivers Edge Resort & RV Park
At River’s Edge Resort & RV Park, stay in 
beautiful riverfront cottages, private guest 
rooms, or lodge suites. Take a break from 
cooking and have breakfast in the onsite 
Miner’s Hall, and lunch or dinner in 
Chena’s Alaskan Grill. A classic car parade 
rolls right through the pet-friendly RV 
park each week. Free Wi-Fi.  
907-464-0286, riversedge.net
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DENALI GRIZZLY BEAR RESORT®

866-583-2696 • DenaliGrizzlyBear.com
Box 7-VP • Denali National Park, AK 99755

Cedar Hotel • Cabins • RV/Tent Sites • Tent Cabins  
Hot Showers • Cable TV • WiFi ($) • Laundromat 

Food Trucks • Gifts • Liquor • Groceries • Propane

Inspiring & Connecting 
Families Through the 

Power of Play.

Children Learn 
Through 

Play. 

302 Cushman St. Suite 101, Fairbanks, AK 99701
(907)374-6873

fairbankschildrensmuseum.com

Open 6 days a week 
in the heart of 

downtown Fairbanks!

Discover

Inspiring & Connecting Play

Imagine

Tinker

AKMMG_171200_078-087.indd   87 10/11/17   1:35:25 PM
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University of Alaska Fairbanks  
Large Animal Research Station
Come visit with musk oxen and reindeer 
at UAF’s Large Animal Research Station! 
Naturalist tour guides give daily talks 
about the natural history and biology of 
these incredible arctic species. After your 
tour, enjoy our outdoor picnic area and 
gift shop! 907-474-5724, uaf.edu/lars

Black Diamond Golf & Grill
�ere truly is something for everyone at 
the Black Diamond Resort! Customize 
your visit to Denali with a unique 
experience—we o�er ATV tours, horse-
drawn covered wagon adventures, golf, 
treasure hunts, and incredible dining 
experiences. Alaska at its best!  
907-683-4653, blackdiamondtourco.com

Denali Grizzly Bear Resort
Located on the south boundary of Denali 
National Park. Variety of Alaska-style 
accommodations, pioneer family owned 
and operated. We have an all-cedar hotel. 
Each room has a private deck on the river, 
cable TV, Wi-Fi for a fee, co�ee and tea, 
and other amenities. Charming, a�ordable 
cabins, private, with spectacular views. 

For camping: wooded RV sites, W&E (30 
amp), and secluded riverside tenting. 
866-583-2696, denaligrizzlybear.com

The Lodge at Black Rapids
�e best of both worlds, �e Lodge at 
Black Rapids o�ers outdoor enthusiasts 
an unspoiled wilderness of glaciers, 
mountains, and wildlife just outside cozy 
and comfortable rooms. Spend your 
nights gazing at dancing northern lights 
and your days skiing, snowshoeing, dog 
mushing, ice skating, or snowmachining. 
877-825-9413, 907-388-8391,  
lodgeatblackrapids.com

Denali Outdoor Center
Denali Outdoor Center is a full-service 
out�tter o�ering guided whitewater 
rafting, kayaking, and mountain biking 
tours from mid-May through mid-Sep-
tember. Enjoy family fun for all ages and 
abilities on the boundary of Denali 
National Park. Free shuttles available from 
all local lodging. 888-303-1925 or  
907-683-1925, denalioutdoorcenter.com 

Tokosha Camp
A trip to Tokosha Camp means no cars, 

no roads, and no crowds, just unspoiled 
spectacular wilderness and awesome 
views of Denali. Fly, �oat, or boat to 
remote Tokosha Camp on the Tokositna 
River in Denali National Park. �e camp 
and tent sites are equipped with �re rings, 
grills, wood, water, and tables. Come visit 
the wild side of Denali! 907-355-0048 or 
907-355-0049, tokosha.com

Denali Jeep Excursions
Don’t miss the Denali Highway! At Denali 
Jeep Excursions, you can step into a 
4-door 4x4 Jeep Wrangler that hugs the 
dirt road and explore the scenic beauty 
and wildlife that the Denali area o�ers. 
Denali, glaciers, and wildlife sightings are 
possible. Four-hour guided excursion. 
907-683-4288, denaliATV.com

Denali Park Zipline
Experience life above the trees ziplining 
just outside of Denali National Park with 
Denali Park Zipline. Soar through the 
trees and over the tundra on over half a 
mile of ziplines. Six sky bridges and seven 
thrilling ziplines, including a dual racer 
�nale! 907-683-4288, denaliATV.com
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Muskox and Reindeer viewing from
Memorial Day through Labor Day;

Wednesday through Sunday 9:30 to 4:30.
✺ naturalist presentations at 10, 12, and 2 daily ✺
 ✺ gift shop featuring work by Alaskan artists ✺

2220 Yankovich Rd. Fairbanks, AK • www.muskoxuaf.org • (907) 474-5724
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Denali ATV Adventures
At Denali ATV Adventures, ride in Alaska’s 
rugged wilderness on your own ATV or 
side-by-side ATV! Watch out for wildlife 
on the trails and enjoy the 360-degree 
overlook views. Four di�erent options and 
four types of ATVs to choose from. 
907-683-4288, denaliATV.com

Talkeetna’s Swiss Alaska Inn
Talkeetna’s Swiss Alaska Inn o�ers 20 
modern, comfortable, non-smoking 
rooms with private bathrooms. �e 
restaurant has a complete breakfast menu 
seasonally served 7 a.m. to noon, 
including their famous Swiss-style French 
toast and omelets. Lunch or dinner is 
served for groups of 10 or more. Free 
Wi-Fi and parking! 907-733-2424,  
swissalaska.com

S P E C I A L  A D V E R T I S I N G  S E C T I O N
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4200 Boat Street., Fairbanks, 99709
907.474.0286

www.riversedge.net
1.800.770.3343

•  Chena’s Alaskan Grill serving award-
winning cuisine on the banks of the 
Chena River 

•  Full breakfast buffet at Miner’s Hall 
(price per person) 

• RV Park and Campgrounds 
• Banquet & Meeting Facilities 
•  Close proximity to Airport and area retail 

and shopping 
• Complimentary Wi-Fi 
• Gift Shop 
•  Shuttle van to and from Airport and 

railroad station (based on availability) 
•  Ticket sales for area tours and 

attractions

Charming full service resort including: 

On the Tokositna River
Inside the Southside of 
Denali National Park

Riverboat Service & Day Tours
Cabin Packages & Campsites

907-355-0048 or 355-0049
tokoshacamp@gmail.com | TokoshaCamp.com

Owners | John and Marisa Neill
P.O. Box 13188  Trapper Creek, AK 99683

No Cars, No Roads, No Crowds.

• Secluded Camping • Economy Cabins •

A full service out� tter for visitors to
Denali National Park, Alaska.

1.888.303.1925
907.683.1925

www.denalioutdoorcenter.com

• Whitewater Rafting • Kayaking • Mountain Biking • 

Overnight wilderness dogsled trips at the Historic Tolovana Roadhouse.
BOOK NOW: 907.378.3630 | tolovanaroadhouse.com

The Lodge at Black Rapids, 227.4

Richardson Highway
Open Year Round in the Alaska Range

Experience our “Winter Northern Light
Adventures” with photography, dog

mushing, snowshoeing, skiing,  
ice and glacier exploration  

�ightseeing and more!

THE REAL ALASKA IS WINTER!

907-388-8391
www.lodgeatblackrapids.com
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1-877-227-0650 
www.alaskarentacar.net

Get ready for
your Alaska

camping adventure!
Featuring pop top campers | Including all the gear 

you need for a successful experience in the Alaska 

wilderness | One way rentals available | Seattle to 

Anchorage | Call us for details!

A L A S K A 
ADVENTURE  
R E N T A L S

ALASKA’S FINEST 
FISHING PORTS

Bidarka Inn
Homer, AK

Toll Free 1-866-685-5000
www.bidarkainn.com

Kodiak Inn 
& Conference Center

Kodiak, AK
Toll Free 1-888-563-4254

www.kodiakinn.com

Valdez Harbor Inn
Valdez, AK

Toll Free 1-888-222-3440
www.valdezharborinn.com

Each Best Western® branded hotel is 
independently owned and operated. 

• Onsite
 Dining

• Lounge

• Cable TV

• Laundry

•  Business 
Center

•  Continental 
Breakfast

• Free WiFi 
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®

Hunt on Kodiak Game Ranch, Kodiak Island
Guaranteed Hunt includes a 2-4 year old bull (head, meat & hide) with 3 days 
meals & lodging & ground transport during hunt. No hunt license needed. 
Scheduling to be arranged by winner. Optimum period is Sept – Jan. Travel 
to Kodiak not included. Winners may opt for $3500 cash prize. Prizes are 
transferrable. One prize drawing for every 1300 tickets sold! Three winners 
last year. Proceeds bene� t Knights of Columbus charitable work in Alaska.

Drawing April 28, 2018 in Juneau. 
For winners see News at www.alaska-kofc.org

To buy tickets, send check or money order payable to KofC Council 
1760 Gaming, P.O. Box 21026, Juneau, AK 99802-1026.

Ticket Price $20 each. Need not be present to win. Alaska Permit #1631

St. Paul Island, Alaska

Rem� e.

Untouched.

Unbelievable.

www.stpaultour.com

Full service birding, photograhy 
and generalist tours available

1-877-424-5637

UPSTREAM NOT  
MAINSTREAM!

Salmon Falls Resort, An exquisite 
escape from the ordinary.  

A tranquil resort set on the shoreline 

where the mountains meet the sea. Fish, 

hike, tour, relax, dine and unwind. At 

Salmon Falls the only thing you need is 

your own sense of Adventure!

salmonfallsresort.com
1-800-247-9059

16707 N Tongass

Ketchikan, AK 99901

SFR-2016-Ad-4x3-Upstream-Mainstream-01sh.indd   1 10/4/16   10:48 AM

AKMMG_171200_088-097.indd   91 10/10/17   1:08:04 PM



92 ALASKAMAGAZINE.COM DECEMBER/JANUARY 2018

 Sporting Travel & Activities 

AKMMG_171200_SAS-Blanks.indd   92 9/29/17   12:45 PM

www.Katmai-Wilderness.com|1.800.488.8767|Bears@katmai-Wilderness.com

Alaska, both exclusive and rustic.
Unique yurt accommodations on your own private island.

orcaislandcabins.com | 907.362.9014
Seward, Alaska

AKMMG_171200_088-097.indd   92 10/10/17   1:08:08 PM
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We Guarantee you will see

800.478.7969
907.235.7969
www.baldmountainair.com

Premier Brown Bear
Photo Safaris

Katmai National Park
Departing Daily

From Homer, Alaska
Photo by Gary Porter
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“I wish guidebooks for 
all my road trips were as 
comprehensive as 
The MILEPOST®.”

- National Geographic Traveler

2017
69th Edition
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Mile-By-Mile
Highway Logs

● 30 Major Routes
● 60 Side Trips 

● Over 15,000 Miles
● 100+ Maps

Alaska Travel Planner

A l a s k a  •  Yu k o n  •  B r i t i s h  Co l u m b i a  •  A l b e r t a  •  N o r t h w e s t  T e r r i to r i e s
 www.themilepost.com

Since 1949, the bible of North Country travel!

PLUS:
21”x31” Pull-Out 
“Plan-A-Trip” Map
eBook Edition: 
See page 2 for details.

Don’t miss
anything but 
the potholes!

Th
e B

est-Sellin
g Trav

el G
u

id
e to A

laska

 www.themilepost.com

Get out on the road and celebrate the 
75th Anniversary of the Alaska Highway with...

Order paperback online at www.themilepost.com or phone 1-800-726-4707.

Updated annually, The MILEPOST® features:
• 704 pages of mile-by-mile information on traveling through
 western Canada and Alaska;  15,000+ miles!
• More than 100 detailed maps and 700 color photos.
• FREE 21” X 31” ‘Plan-A-Trip’ map, a $5.95 value.
• Includes VIP MEMBERSHIP to access the eBook Edition. 

 Just $34.95 U.S. (paperback)

ORDER TODAY!
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https://shop.themilepost.com/
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PALLET JACK 
SPECIAL 
$285 Ea. 

MATERIAL FLOW
AND CONVEYOR SYSTEMS INC.

6112 Petersburg St 
Anchorage, AK 99507 
P: 907-868-4725 
     1-877-868-3569 

   ANCHORAGE 
   NEW & USED 

     RACKING 

CASTERS - MANY 
SIZES & TYPES 

• WORKBENCHES 
• BUSINESS, SHOP, HOME 

• BULK RACK 
• SHELVING 
• PLASTIC BINS 

 

PACKAGING EQUIP. 
• STRETCH WRAP 
• BANDING & TOOLS 
• TAPE 
• STRAPPING CARTS 
• CARTON TAPES 
• POLY STRAP 
• STRETCH WRAPPERS 

USED LOCKER SALE 
12" x 12" x 60" 

$50 / Per 3 Openings 

PALLET JACK

GREAT 
PRICING

• WORKBENCHES

NEW & USED 
FORKLIFTS

27"W  x 48"LF.O.B. Anchorage

FREE CATALOGS
OTHER LOCATIONS: 
Billings, MT.     855-753-1400
Portland, OR    800-338-1382
        materialflow.com

MATERIAL FLOW - 228 PAGES 
IDEA BOOK - 544 PAGES

 

100S IN-STOCK

Birch Syrup & Berry Products 
Confections, Jams, and More! 

Order online at www.alaskawildharvest.com 
800-380-7457 

Alaska Wild Foods & Gift Baskets
Perfect for the holidays!

Birch Syrup & Berry Products Birch Syrup & Berry Products Birch Syrup & Berry Products 

Truly Alaskan gift wrap, greeting cards,  
hand stamped jewelry and an ever  

changing assortment of handmade gifts.

Contact Melissa 
melissa.bradley@alaskamagazine.com

907.275.2152

Digital 
+ Print. 

The perfect 
pair.
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Last year you rode the 1,000-mile 
Yukon Quest trail from Fairbanks to 
Whitehorse. What possessed you 
to go even farther this year? 
When I fi nished in Whitehorse last year, I 
wasn’t ready to be done. Within a couple 
days I realized, ‘Wow, if you went the other 
direction and timed it right, you could string it 
together in one incredible ride and have a trail 
the whole time.’ 

You’ve done lots of long rides, including the 
Iditarod Trail Invitational and the Race 
Across America. Why was this one unique?
Not many people have ever done this exact 
route. I’ve read stories and historical journals 

of guys who rode from Dawson to Nome 
during the Gold Rush. When I read stu�  
from that era it sounds hard, but fun. 
Everything was more raw. I think it would 
have been a better time for me. Plus, it was 
fun being out there with the mushers. 

What was it like sharing 
the trail with 20 dog teams?
It was great. You’re a spectator where no one 
really gets to spectate. You don’t see anybody 
for a long time, then suddenly there’s a 
musher camped beside the trail. I’d always 
stop and chat. Usually you feel bad because 
the dogs wake up and bark at you.CO
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What was the most 
valuable thing you brought? 
Actually, it was something I didn’t bring. I 
borrowed a pair of wooden snowshoes from a 
nine-year-old kid outside of Tanana that totally 
saved me. Shortly after, I fell in overfl ow on the 
Yukon almost up to my waist. I was completely 
drenched; all my stu�  was drenched. Then it 
warmed up to 35 degrees and was just dumping 
snow. There was no trail. I ended up walking my 
bike on snowshoes all the way to Ruby. It took 
me six days to go 60 miles. 

What comfort food got you 
through the rough patches? 
I drank four or fi ve cups of co� ee a day. I told 
myself, ‘Just go two more hours, and I’ll stop 
and make some co� ee.’ It gives you a mark in 
the sand to get to. And Cheez-its. I never got 
tired of Cheez-Its. 

So what’s the plan for next year? 
No plan–just ideas so far. I only had three 
weeks to plan the trip last year. I think you can 
suck the energy out of a great idea by planning 
too much. 

Je�  rests at the top of Topkok Hills, 
the last climb of the 2,000-mile 

ride, before descending to the 
coast for the fi nal ride into Nome.

On Vacation
Fat-tire biker rides gold-rush-era route

When Je�  Oatley made it to the top of King Solomon’s Dome late at night, 
he could fi nally see his surroundings. Clouds pooled in the valleys, and 
moonlight glazed the snow-covered peaks like a black and white photo-
graph come to life. By the time he reached Dawson City, the halfway point 
of the Yukon Quest International Sled Dog Race, he’d been traveling 
17 hours straight. But unlike the mushers ahead of him, he wasn’t wearing 
a big pu� y parka and didn’t have a string of dogs pulling him down the trail. 
He was just a guy on a bike. 

It took the Fairbanks engineer 35 days to ride his fat-tire bike 2,000 miles 
from Skagway to Nome, basically the entire width of Alaska, on the trails of 
the Yukon Quest and Iditarod. He wasn’t trying to win a race or set a world 
record. He was just on vacation. ~ as told to Molly Rettig
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Can you tell us where you’ll 
fi nd this view? 
Scott Christianson took this photo 
during a recent trip to Alaska. 

Post your answer on Facebook for a chance 
to win a subscription to Alaska magazine. 
facebook.com/AlaskaMagazine

November Answer:
Alaska Associate Editor Alexander 
Deedy took this at the National Shrine 
of St. Therese in Juneau.
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